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B. To the Claims 

Applicants request that the Examiner entet^th 
-low, Claims^l4^^ 




are amended. For the PTO 's convenience, claims that 
remain unchanged are included below in order to allow the Examiner to review all 
pending claims from this response in their numerical order. 



Please cancel claim 15 without prejudice. 



Please amend th^ claims as follows: 



2. (Unchanged) A method of gathering information on the use of a control 
signal at a receiver station, said receiver station having a plurality of inputs, a processor, 
and a least one controllable device, said receiver station transferring said gathered 
information to a remote station, said method comprising the steps of: 

identifying a control signal; 

searching for said control signal in an input data stream based on said step of 
identifying; 

passing said control signal from said processor to said at least one controllable 
device based on said step of searching; and 

communicating information on the passing of said control signal from said 
receiver station to said remote station. 
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3. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 2 wherein said receiver station is a 
television receiver station, said television receiver station receiving signals containing 
television programming information. 

4. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 2 wherein said control signal in said 
step of identifying is directed to an external device. 

5. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 
storage device. 

6. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 

switch. 

7. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 
building facilities operating device. 

8. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 

tuner. 

9. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 
computer. 

10. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 
recorder. 

1 1 . (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 

printer. 
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12. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 4 wherein said external device is a 



disk. 



13. (Amended\ A multimedia receiving apparatus for gathering information 
on the use of a [control] sigri^at said apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of input porf^for receiving multimedia signals; 
an output port; 

a processor operatively colcted ,o said pluraliv of input por« and said ouq,ut 
port; said processor programmed for: 

identifying a [control] signal ftl at least one of said plurality of input ports; 
passing said [control] signal fton,\id processor to said output port based on said 

Step of identifying; 

commumcating information of the pas\g of said identified [control] signal based 

on said step of passing. 



14. (Amended) The apparatus of Claim 13 wherein said processor 

programmed for: 

storing said information on the passing 
storage device before said step of communicating; and 

delaying said step of communicating based on a predetermined condition 



IS 



of said identified [control] signal on a 



15. (Cancelled) 



^ ,6. (Amended) Theappar^sof Claim 13 wherein said [communication 

^ - ".HW .r.r--"-^ .nn,n.„nicatin. information from said appara».s 

,0 said remote data collection station [uses] using a telephone interface. 
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17. (Unchanged) The apparatus of Claim 13 where said output port is 
connected to an external device. 

1 8. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 2 further comprising the step of: 
generating a bill for the use of said control signal at said remote station based on 

the identification and passing of said control signal at said receiver station. 

1 9. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 2 further comprising the steps of: 
storing information on the passing of said identified control signal on a storage 

device at said receiver station before said step of communicating; and 
delaying said step of communicating for a predetermined time. 

20. (Unchanged) The apparatus of Claim 1 3 wherein said output port is 
connected to an internal device. 



2 1 (Amended)\ A method of communicating subscriber station information 
from a subscriber station to a\east one remote collection station, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

inputting an instruct signal Wdfeffective at said subscriber station to control 
an apparatus and at least one of a ^^d^V a datum to serve as evidence of at least one of 
[the] passing of said instruct signal to a djWolJ^le apparatus and [the] functioning of 
said controllable apparatus in response^^iid instruct signal; 

detecting the presence of at least one o\an instruction [, said] and said at least one 
ofa code and [said] a datum, which is effective aW] said subscriber station to at least 
one of (i) generate at least one of subscriber station Vcific datum and (ii) select and 
assemble a plurality of [said] subscriber station specific^ata into a record; 
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processing at the subscnter station at least one locally inputted datum and 
performing, in response to said itected aUe^ one of [said] an instruction [, said] and 
'3 gaid at least one of a code and \skd] a datum, at least one of: 

(a) communicating sa|d aertferated at least one subscriber station specific data 

to a transmitter; and 

(b) communicating LiArecord and said selected specific plurality of 

subscriber specific data to a tradpimer; and 

transmitting at least one of saM communicated at least one generated subscriber 
station specific datum and said commiAiicated record and plurality of subscriber specific 
data to said at least one remote collectio*i station. 



^7 



22. (Amended) \ The method of claim 21 , wherein said instruct signal is 
input by a subscriber, said mettwd further comprising the steps of: 

storing a subscriber instniction to receive at least one of specific mass medium 
[program] programming, data, ne^^^tems, and computer control instructions; and 

receiving at least one of specific mass medium [programs] programming , data, 
news items, and computer control instructions in accordance with said instruction. 

23. (Amended) The petfi^\oklaim 21, wherein said instruct signal is 
input by a subscriber, said method further ion^iiig the steps of: 

storing a subscriber instruction to at leastVe of process and present at least one 
of mass medium programs, data, news items, and c\iputer control instructions in a 

specific fashion; and 

at least one of processing and presenting at least ^ [Q] of specific mass medium 
programs, data, news items, and computer control instructidh^ in accordance with said 



instruction. 
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24. (Unchanged) The method of claim 21, wherein said instruct signal is 

detected in an information transmission from a data or programming source, said method 

further comprising the steps of: 

programming a processor to respond to [an] said instruct signal communicated 

from a data or programming source; 

receiving an information transmission from at least one of a data and 

progranuning source; 

inputting at least some of said information transmission to a control signal 

detector; 

detecting said instruct signal in said information transmission; and 
passing said instruct signal to said processor. 

25. (Unchanged) A method of signal processing at a receiver station, said 
receiver station including a receiver and a processor, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at said receiver identification signals that identify specific signal content 
for at least one of a plurality of one of concurrent broadcast and cablecast signal 

transmissions; 

providing a comparison signal to said processor; 

comparing said comparison signal to said identification signals and generating a 
control signal identifying a desired one of said plurality of one of broadcast and cablecast 
signal transmission based on said step of comparing; 

tuning said receiver, based on said generated control signal, to receive said desired 
one of said plurality of one of broadcast and cablecast signal transmissions; 

inputting at least a portion of said desired signal transmission to said processor; 

and 

responding to (i) an instruct signal detected in said desired signal transmission 
which is effective to control a receiver station apparatus and (ii) a code or datum to serve 
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as evidence of the passing of said instruct signal to a controllable apparatus or of the 
functioning of [said] a controllable apparatus in response to said instruct signal. 



26. (Amenoed) A method of controlling a remote intermediate transmitter 
station to communicataat least one instruct signal to at least one receiver station, with 
said remote transmitter station including at least one of a broadcast and cablecast 
transmitter signal whichUs effective at a receiver station to instruct one of a computer and 
a processor, a plurality on selective transfer devices each operatively connected to said at 
least one of said broadcast and said cablecast transmitter , a receiver for receiving said at 
least one instruct signal from at least one origination transmitter station a control signal 
detector, and one of a controller and computer capable of controlling at least one of said 
plurality of selective transfer devices, and with said remote transmitter station adapted to 
detect the presence of at least one control signal, and to deliver at said at least one of said 
broadcast and said cablecast transmitter said at least one instruct signal, said method 
comprising the steps of: \. 

receiving said at IpaM one instruct signal and at least one of a code and a datum at 
said at least one origimition fransimtter station and delivering said at least one instruct 
signal and said at least on&6i said code and said datum to at least one origination 
transmitter, said at least one instruct signal being operative at said at least one receiver 
station to control at least one controllable apparatus, said at least one of said code and 
said datvmi being operative at said aMeast one receiver station to serve as evidence of at 
least one of passing of said at least one instruct signal to said at least one controllable 
apparatus and functioning of said at least one controllable apparatus in response to said at 
least one instruct signal; \ 

receiving said at least one control isignal which at said remote intermediate data 
transmitter station operates to control the cpmmunication of said at least one instruct 
signal and said at least one of said code and siaid datum[:] ; and 

ll\ 




transmitting said at least 
transmitter before a specific time 
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ol signal to said at least one origination 



27. (Unchanged) ilie method of claim 26, further comprising the step of 
embedding a specific one of saio^at least one control signal one of in said instruct signal 
and in an information transmission containing said instruct signal before transmitting said 
instruct signal to said remote transnrjlter station. 

28. (Unchanged) The n^^^bd of claim 26, wherein said specific time is a 
scheduled time of transmitting one of s^^ipl(instruct signal and some information 
associated with said instruct signal &6m saJ^ remote intermediate data transmitter station 
and said at least one control signal is eflfectiv^at said remote intermediate data transmitter 
station to control at least one of said plurality o\ selective transmission devices at 
different times. 



29. (Amended) A method of processing signals at a receiver station having 
a computer and a television monitorto deliver at the television monitor at least one of a 
combined and sequential presentationipf a program and a user specific output, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

storing user data of interest; 

receiving from a television Vogranipiing source an information transmission 
containing television programming; 

transferring said television programming to said television monitor and displaying 
the television progranmiing; 

detecting in said information transmission ^least one instruct signal which is 
operative to control a receiver station apparatus and a\ least one of a code and a datum to 
serve as evidence of [at least one of] (i) a passing of saicKat least one instruct signal to at 
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least one controllable apparatus and (ii) the functioning of said at least one controllable 
apparatus in response to said atVleast one instruct signal; 

controlling said compute^ based on said detected at least one instruct signal, said 
step of controlling comprising: 

selecting at least a portion 6f said stored user data of interest; 
communicating said selected W least said portion of said stored user data of 
interest to said television monitOT; andWbsequently 

ceasing to communicate said/el^ct at least said portion to said television monitor; 
and ^ 

evidencing said [at least one of saidcombined and said sequential output of said 
received television progranmiing and said selected specific portion of said stored user 
data of interest] fimctioning of said at least one controllable apparatus is response to said 
at least one instant signal by storing said at leas^ one of said code and said datum in a 
record. 

30. (Unchanged) The method of claim 29, further comprising one of: 

programming said receiver station to process viewer data of interest and to 
respond to at least one instruct signal associated with a television program; 

receiving a command one of embedded in and associated with a signal that 
contains a television program; 

storing a locally input command that one of designates and specifies one of: 

(1) a television program to be one of displayed and recorded; 

(2) a fashion in which to present one of a television program and some 
computer output; and 

(3) a time in which to display one of some television programming and 
computer output; 
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controlling one of a processor and computer to process a viewer reaction to one of 
a unit of programming and an image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 
controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) assembling a record that includes additional data besides said viewer 
reaction; and 

(2) transmitting said record to a remote data collection station; and 
controlling one of a processor and computer to process a viewer reaction to one of 

a unit of programming and an image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 
controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) detecting a datum that identifies one of a unit of programming and an 
image displayed at said television monitor; and 

(2) transmitting said datum to a remote data collection station; 
controlling one of a processor and computer to process a viewer reaction to a one 

of unit of programming and an image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 
controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) storing a datum that identifies one of a imit of programming and an image 
displayed at said television monitor; and 

(2) passing data of one of (i) the availability, (ii) use and (iii) usage of one of 
programming and said data to one of a processor and computer that controls one of the 
selection and communication of program materials at said receiver station; and 

controlling one of a processor and computer to process a viewer reaction to one of 
a unit of programming and an image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 
controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) one of controlling a receiver to receive and a storage location to 
communicate a unit of programming associated v^th said unit of progranmiing or image 
or in response to said viewer reaction; and 
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(2) outputting said unit of programming at an output device of said receiver 

station. 

3 1 . (Unchanged) A method of generating and encoding signals to control a 
presentation comprising the steps of: 

receiving and storing a program that contains video information; 

receiving at least one instruction and at least one of code and a datum, said at least 
one instruction having effect at a user station to control at least one controllable 
apparatus, said at least one of said code and said datum having effect at said user station 
to serve as evidence of at least one of passing of said at least one instruction to said at 
least one controllable apparatus and at least one function performed by said at least one 
controllable apparatus in response to said at least one instruction ; 

encoding said at least one instruction, wherein said step of encoding translating 
said at least one instruction to at least one control signal, said at least one control signal 
for directing a processor at said user station to control said at least one controllable 
apparatus; 

storing said at least one control signal from said step of encoding in conjunction 
with said program; and 

storing said at least one of said code and said datum from said step of receiving in 
conjunction with said program and said at least one control signal. 

32. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein supplemental program 
material is to be stored at the same location as said processor and wherein said control 
signal from said step of encoding directs said processor to generate a video overlay that is 
coordinated v^th said video information in said program, said method further comprising 
one step of the group consisting of: 
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Storing said supplemental program material in conjunction with said program and 
said control signal; and 

storing a second control signal in conjunction with said program and said control 
signal from said step of encoding, said second control signal having effect at a user 
station to one of query a remote station and receive said supplemental program material 
in a broadcast or cablecast transmission. 




33. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein said control signal from 
said step of encoding directs said processor to generate a video overlay that is coordinated 
with said video information in said program, said method fiuther comprising one step of 
the group consisting of: 

transmitting a combined video signal from said program and said video overlay 
generated by said processor over one of a broadcast and cablecast network to a plurality 
of receiver stations; and 

transmitting a combined video signal from said program and said video overlay 
generated by said processor to a co-located video display. 

34. (Amended) The methoii of claim 3 1 , fiuther comprising the steps of: 
receiving a second instruction, said^econd instruction being one of the group 

consisting of: 

(1) an instruction which is effectjx^at a user station to generate some output 
to be associated with said program; 

(2) an instruction which is effective at ^ user station to generate some output 
to be associated with a product, service, or information presentation; 

(3) an instruction which is effective at a user station to display one of a 
combined and sequential presentation of a mass medium program and a user specific 
datxim; 
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(4) an instruction which\s effective at a user station to process a user reaction 

to said program; \ 

(5) an instruction which isWective at a user station to communicate to a 
remote station one of a query in respecttof information to be associated with said program 
and to enable display of said program; \ 

(6) an instruction which is effective at a user station to control a user station to 
receive information to supplement said program; 

(7) an instruction which is effective at a user station to process a digital 

television signal ; and / \ 

(8) an instruction whichis efibctivAt a user station to serve as a basis for one 
of (i) enabling an output device to displayX lea^some of said program and (ii) enabling 
a processor to process some executable code [.] ; \ 

encoding said second instruction, said second step of encoding translating said 
second instruction to a second control signal, said secemd control signal for directing said 
ancillary processor to perform said specified second efKct indicated by said second 
instruction with said program; and \ 

storing said second control signal from said second sto) of encoding in 
conjunction with said program. \ 

3 5 . (Unchanged) The method of claim 3 1 , further having one from the group 
consisting of: 

embedding said control signal in the non-visible portion of a television signal; 

embedding a code in said program that enables one of a computer and controller 
to control a presentation of said program in accordance with said control signal; 

communicating a program unit identification code and storing said program unit 
identification code at a storage location associated with said program; and 
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communicating to and storing at a storage location associated with said program 
some information to evidence one of an availability, use, and usage of said program at a 
user station. 

36. (Unchanged) A method of controlling a network having a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which includes a broadcast or cablecast signal receiver, at least 
one processor, a signal detector, said signal detector adapted to receive signals from a 
broadcast or cablecast signal, said processor programmed to respond to signals from said 
detector, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at at least one of a broadcast and a cablecast transmitter station (i) at 
least one instruct signal which is effective at said plurality of receiver stations to control 
at least one controllable apparatus and (ii) at least one of a code and a datum to serve as 
evidence of at least one of passing of said at least one instruct signal to at least one 
controllable apparatus and fiinctioning of said at least one controllable apparatus in 
response to said at least one instruct signal; 

transferring said at least one instruct signal and said at least one of said code and 
said datum to at least one transmitter; 

receiving at least one control signal at said transmitter station, said control signal 
designating at least one receiver station of said plurality of receiver stations in which said 
at least one instruct signal is addressed; and 

transmitting said at least one control signal from said at least one transmitter, said 
at least one transmitter at least one of broadcasting and cablecasting said at least one 
instruct signal, said at least one of said code and said datum, and said at least one control 
signal to said plurality of receiver stations. 
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37. (Unchanged) The method of claim 36, wherein one of said instruct signal 
and said control signal is embedded in one of the non-visible portion of a television signal 
and a multichannel broadcast or cablecast signal that contains video. 

38. (Unchanged) The method of claim 36, wherein said at least one control 
signal identifies two of said plurality of receiver stations asynchronously and each of said 
two receiver stations receive and respond to said instruct signal asynchronously. 

39. (Unchanged) The method of claim 36, wherein a switch communicates 
signals selectively from a receiver and a one of memory and recorder to a transmitter, 
said method further comprising one from the group consisting of: 

detecting a signal which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct 

communication; 

determining a specific signal source from which to communicate a signal to a 
transmitter; 

controlling said switch to communicate a signal to said transmitter in response to 
a signal which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct communication; 

controlling said switch to communicate a signal from a selected signal source; and 
controlling said switch to communicate to one of said memory and recorder a 
signal which is effective at the receiver station to instruct. 

40. (Unchanged) The method of claim 36, wherein a controller controls a 
switch to communicate to a transmitter a selected signal, fi^er comprising one from the 

group consisting of: 

detecting a signal which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct 

transmission; 

inputting to said controller a signal which is effective to control said switch; 
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controlling said switch to communicate one or more signals according to a 

transmission schedule; 

controlling said switch to communicate from a specific one of a plurality of signal 

sources; and 

controlling said switch to communicate a signal to a selected one of a plurality of 

transmitters. 



41. (Unchanged) The method of claim 36, further comprising one from the 
group consisting of: 

transmitting to a receiver station at least one data that one of designates one of a 
time and a chamiel of transmission of said instruct signal and that one of specifies the title 
of and some subject matter contained in one of a unit of mass medium programming and 
data associated with said instruct signal; and 

transmitting to a receiver station a control signal to cause said receiver station to 
tune to a broadcast or cablecast transmission containing a specific instruct signal. 

42. (Unchanged) The method of claim 36, wherein said at least one control 
signal further comprises downloadable executable code targeted to said processor at at 
least one of said plurality of receiver stations, said downloadable executable code 
programming one of the way and method in which said at least one processor responds to 
said instruct signal. 



43. (Unchanged) The method of claim 36, wherein at least one receiver 
station is adapted to detect the presence of one of said control signal and programmed to 
respond to said instruct signal on the basis of the location of a signal in an information 
transmission, said method further comprising the step of causing at least some of said 
control signal or instruct signal to be transmitted in said location. 
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— (^endek A method of delivering and gathering information on the 

use of a [control] signal in\a communication network, said network having a transmitter 
station and a receiver statioV said transmitter station communicating commands directed 
to a computer program at saLceiver station [and receiving information from said 
receiver station] , said receiveWion having an input device, a processor [executing said 
computer program] for [receiving said commands from said transmitter station and 
transmit] Mlittiog informatil to [said transmitter] MemQtecollec^ station and a 
computer for storing data and conUing presentations, said method comprising the steps 

of: \ 

selecting a media program Aom a plurality of media on the basis of [said] a 

subscriber program; \ 

[displaying] outputtrng said skted media Eiogram from said step of selecting a 

media at said receiver station; \ 

inputting a command at said inpLfevice in response to a command 
communicated in said selected med^a^^kam; 

receiving at said receiver s4ionU^ signal from an external source; 
controlling a presentation of a ,X\said selected media Eiogram at a peripheral 
device to said computer in [response to] accok^ said control signal [from said 
step of receiving] nn said sten of inputting; and 

communicating from said receiver stationV, said transmitter station data that 
represents a record of said selected media or said control signal. 

45. (Amended) The method of claim 44Yther comprising the step of: 
programming said receiver station [to store dataVsignated by a subscriber] by 

in p^tt^no . nortio r -^-^-^ -"trnl signal to s.id romputer\) respond to one of said 

commands . 
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46. (AmendedA A method ofdelivering informative materials by 
[broadcasting] communiJw said informative materials on a communication network 
having a transmitter station ai^ a receiver station, said receiver station having a user 
input device, a processor and a\torage device, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving an input from dyuser at said user input device; 

processing said input froiAsaid step of receiving an input at said receiver station 
to enable said receiver station to redeive said informative materials; 

receiving said informative mLrials from said communication network in 
response to [said enabled] reception okaid informative material enabled in said step of 

processing; and \ 

displaying said informative mater^ from said step of receiving informative 

materials at said receiver station. / \ Y 

47. (Amended) The method of cLm 46 comprising the fiirther steps of: 
creating a record on said receiver stationWage device of the reception of said 

informative material; and \ 

reporting [the] said record of [said] flie rece W of said informative material 
from said step of creating a record from said receiverWion to said transmitter station. 

48. (Amended) The method of claim 46 wLein enabling said informative 
material [is a recipe.] r-nmprises decrvpting. \ 

49. (Amended) The method of claim 46 whereiikaid] display of said 
informative material in said step of displaying is a print out on aWer at said receiver 
station. \ 
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50. (Amended) A [system] method for [the] delivery of informative 
materials in a [coordinated broadcast] communications network having a transmitter 
station and a plurality oWeceiver stations, each said of receiver [station] stations having a 
display, a processor and k storage device, said [system] method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at each of said plurality of receiver stations from said communication 
network [said] a television program [from said step of transmitting a television program] ; 

receiving at each of said plurality of receiver stations from said communication 
network said informative [material from said step of transmitting informative] materials; 

decoding said informative [material] materials at each of said plurality of receiver 
stations; 

storing said informative [material] materials from said step of decoding [said 
informative material] at ..id storage device of each of said receiver [station storage 
device] stations ; 

recording [the] use of said informative [material] materials at each of said 
plurality ofreceiver stations; and > 

reporting the record of [the] use of said informative [material] materials from said 
step of recording from each of said plurality ofreceiver stations to said transmitter 
station. 

5 1 . (Amended) The system of claim 50 comprising the further steps of; 

buffering [said] Ae records of [the] use of said informative [material] materials at 
each of said plurality ofreceiver stations at said storage device in each of said plurality of 
receiver stations; 

[autodialling] autodialing a modem from each of said plurality of receiver stations 
to said transmitter station in response to [said] a buffer in said each of said storage device 
reaching a predetermined amoxmt. 
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52. (Amended) The system of claim 50 wherein [said coordinated 
transmission of] said informative [material is] materials are encoded in [the vertical 
blanking interval of said] a television signal [from said step of transmitting a television 
signal] . 



53 . (Amended) The system of claim 50 wherein [said coordinated 
transmission of) said informative [material is] materials are encoded on a carrier 



wave. 



54. (Amended) A method of controlling a remote transmitter station to 
communicate program material to a remote receiver station and controlling said remote 
receiver station to communicate a response generated at said remote receiver station to a 
remote data [coUetion] collection station, said method of controlling comprising the steps 
of: 

(1) receiving a unit o^rogramming to be transmitted at a remote transmitter 
station, and said transmitter statioiWnsferring said unit of programming to a transmitter; 

(2) receiving one or mor^nstruct signals and a code or datum at said remote 
transmitter station, said one or more iiWict signals operate at the remote receiver station 
to control a receiver station apparatus ari^rect said receiver station to communicate saM 
code or datum to a remote data collej>tion\jt^, said transmitter station transferring said 
one or more instruct signal to said transmu 

(3) receiving one or more control ^gnals at said remote transmitter station, 
said control signals control the communicationWsaid unit of programming and said one 
or more instruct signals between said remote intermediate transmitter station and said 

remote receiver station; and 

(4) transmitting from said remote transmitter station an information 
transmission comprising said first unit of programming\said one or more instruct signals 



24 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No, 05634.0065 



and said code or datuiA in response to said one or more control signals at said remote 
intermediate transmitterWtion. 

55. (Amended! The method of claim 54, wherein said one or more control 
signals comprise a secondLe or datum which operates at said remote transmitter station 
to identic said unit of programing, said method further comprising the step of: 

receiving a schedule ^ich operates at said remote transmitter station to identify a 
specific transmission time for slud unit of programming. 

56. (Amended) ThLethod of claim 54, wherein said remote program 
transmission station transmits saidVne or more control signals to said receiver station and 
said code or datum which operates Laid remote transmitter station to identifi. said unit 
of programming, said method furtheAcomprising the step of: 



receiving a schedule which operates 



at said remote transmitter station to identify a 



specific transmission time for sai^ unit k programming. 

57. (Amended) ' TheV^od^ claim 54, wherein said remote transm^^^^ 
station communicates a plurality Aiits ofVass medium programming according to a 
schedule and a specific one of said one or moLontrol signals is effective at the remote 
transmitter station to communicate a specific oLf said plurality of units of mass 
medium programming to a plurality of transmitte\s [or to a transmitter a plurality of 
times] . 

58. (Amended) A method of controUin^a remote intermediate mass 
medium programming transmitter station to communick mass medium program 
material to one or more receiver stations, with said remoiUansmitter station including a 
broadcast or cablecast transmitter for transmitting one or m\re units of mass medium 
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programming, a plurality ^selective [transmission] taosfer devices each operatively 
comiected to said broadcastW cablecast transmitter for communicating a unit of mass 
medium programming, a mas\ medium programming receiver, a control signal detector, 
and a controller or computer cWble of controlling one or more of said selective 
[transmission] transfer devices,\nd with said remote transmitter station adapted to detect 
the presence of one or more conAl signals, to control the communication of specific 
units of mass medium programming response to detected specific control signals, and 
to deliver at its broadcast or cableca^transmitter one or more units of mass medium 
programming, said method of communicating comprising the steps of: 

[(1)] receiving a unit of mass kedium programming to be transmitted by the 
remote intermediate mass medium progrWning transmitter station and delivering said 
unit of mass medium programming to aXsmitter, said unit of mass medium 
programming having an instruct sign/whi\h is effective to control a receiver station 
apparatus and a code or datum to ^ey eyWnce of the passing of said instruct signal 
to a controllable device or of the functi^g o\said controllable apparatus in response to 
said instruct signal; 

[(2)] receiving one or more control signk which at the remote intermediate 
mass medium programming transmitter station operate to control the communication of 
said unit of mass medium programming; and 

[(3)] transmitting said one or more control sisals to said transmitter before a 

specific time. 



59. (Unchanged) The method of claim 58, wherein said one or more control 
signals comprise a second code or datum which operates at the remote intermediate mass 
medium programming transmitter station to identify said unit of mass medium 
programming, said method further comprising the step of: 
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transmitting a schedule which operates at the remote intermediate mass medium 
programming transmitter station to communicate said unit of mass medium programming 
to a transmitter at said specific time. 



60. (Amended) \ The method of claim 58, wherein said specific time is a 
scheduled time of transmittiL said unit of mass medium programming at said remote 
intermediate mass medium pAjgramming transmitter station and said one or more control 
signals are effective at the remWe intermediate mass medium programming transmitter 
station to control one or more o\said plurality of selective [transmission] transfer devices 
at different times. 

61 . (Amended) A method of processing signals at a receiver station having 
a computer and a output device to deliver at the output device a combined or sequential 
presentation of a program and a userWcific output, with said computer having a storage 
device for storing user data and sjfid o\tput outputting mass medium programming and 
other information, said metho/dompri^ng the steps of: 

storing user data of interest 

receiving from a mass medi)4 pri^gramming source an information transmission 
containing mass medium programming; 

transferring said mass medium prog\amming to said output device and outputting 

said mass medium programming; 

detecting in said information transmis^on an instruct signal which is effective to 
control a receiver station apparattis and a code\r dattmi to serve as evidence of the 
passing of said instruct signal to a controllable dWe or of the functioning of said 
controllable apparattis in response to said instinct Wnal; and 

controlling said computer based on said det^ted insttnict signal, said step of 
controlling comprising: 
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(1) selecting a specific bortion of said stored user data of interest; 

(2) communicating saii selected specific portion of said stored user 

data of interest to said output device; and subsequently 

(3) ceasing to comin/ic\te said specific portion to said output device; 

(4) delivering at s4iV)utp\t device the combined or sequential output 
of said received mass medium programningld said selected specific portion of said 
stored user data of interest [in the periodi(tim\ between said step of communicating said 
selected specific portion to said output device a^ said step of ceasing to communicate 
said selected specific portion to said output devic^ 

62. (Unchanged) The method of claim 61, fiirther comprising any one of the 
steps of: 

programming said receiver station to process viewer data of interest and to 
respond to one or more instruct signals associated with some mass medium 
programming; 

receiving a command embedded in or associated with a signal that contains some 

mass medium programming; 

storing a locally input command that designates or specifies one of: 

(1) a unit of mass medium programming to be outputted or stored; 

(2) a fashion in which to present some mass medium programming or some 

computer output; and 

(3) a time in which to output or store some mass medium programming or 

computer output; 

controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit of 
programming or an image outputted at said output device, said step of controlling 
comprising the steps of: 
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(1) assembling a record that includes additional data besides said viewer 
reaction; and 

(2) transmitting said record lo a remote data collection station; 
controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit of 

programming or an image outputted at said output device, said step of controlling 

comprising the steps of: 

(1) detecting a datum that identifies a unit of programming or an image 

outputted at said output device; and 

(2) transmitting said dattrni to a remote data collection station; 
controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit of 

programming or an image outputted at said output device, said step of controlling 

comprising the steps of: 

(1) storing a dattmi that identifies a unit of programming or an image 

outputted at said output device; and 

(2) passing data of the availability, use or usage of programming or an image 
to a processor or computer that controls the selection or communication of programming 
materials for outputting at said receiver station; and 

controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit of 
programming or an image outputted at said output device, said step of controlling 

comprising the steps of: 

(1) controlling a receiver to receive or a storage location to communicate a 
unit of programming associated with said unit of programming or image or in response to 

said viewer reaction; and 

(2) outputting said communicated unit of programming at an output device of 

said receiver station. 
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63. (Amended) A ^ethod for tracking a reception of a control signal and a 
function of said control signal at Leiver station in a data network, said receiver station 
having a processor, a storage devicl and a plurality of peripheral device interface 
connections, said method comprisin^t the steps of: 

receiving said control signal a\ said receiver station; 
detecting said control sign^^Caid receiver station; 

passing said control sigt/froA^aid processor to at least one peripheral device 
through oneof said plurality of peihi interface comiections; 

[determining] estaWishing At ^^^^n said control signal from said step of 
passing said control signal performed at slid at least one peripheral device; and 

[recording] .inr^^eVvic. the function of said control signal from 

said step of [determining] establishing whaLnction said control signal performed at said 
at least one peripheral device [on said storagk device] . 



64. 



(Unchanged) The method of claim 63 wherein said function is a pnnter 



function. 



65. (Amended) Th>>method of claim 63 wherein said function is a 
[multiple television] display functiof 

66. (Amended) The^eth^of claim 63 wherein said te^^^ 
disk player] mpdia cnordinatioA fimbtioV 

67. (Amended) The method of cl^ 63 wherein said function is a [video 
cassette] recorder function. 
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68. (Unchanged) The method of claim 63 wherein said function is a 
television function. 




71. (Unchanged) The method of claim 63 wherein said function is an electro- 
mechanical control function. 

72. (Unchanged) The method of claim 63 further comprising the step of: 
recording the passing of said control signal from said step of passing. 



73. 



''^^^^^^^^^^^^^ of processing signals at a receiver station having 



a computer and an output devibe to 



deliver at the output device [at least one of] a 



combined progmnumng pr«e„Lo„ [and a sequential progra„m,ing presentation wti, a 
^ .pedfc] ir^m^i^cm^ ouw said compuWr having a su,rage devce for 
. data and said outp/d\iee outputting sUaS mass medium programmmg 



stonng user 



information] , said nifethod comprising the steps of: 



[and other i 

storing user data [of inteje 
receiving mass medium progtan!>ni„g ftom a programming soutce and outputting 

[ttiel sad mass medium programming at ^d output device; 

receiving one of a broadcast inform^n ti^smission and a cablecast intonnation 
t^smission including an instruct signal whick effective to control receiver suction 
apparatus and at least one of a code and adatum\serve as evidence of one of: 



31 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 



(1) a passing of saidLstruct signal to controllable apparatus and; 

(2) a functioning of skid controllable apparatus in response to said instruct 

signal; 

detecting said instruct sign^in said one of said broadcast information 
transmission and said cablecast infoVnation transmission and passing said detected 

instruct signal to said computer; and \ 

controlling said computer base^ on said detected instruct signal, said step of 

controlling including: 

(1) selecting a specific portii of [said stored user] data [of interest] ; 

(2) communicating said selecld specific portion of [said stored user] data [of 
interest] to [said output] saidstoragS deviie; and subsequently 

(3) ceasing to communicsrte Upe from said storape device, said image 
based on said specific portion [to/aid outpul device] ofdata; 

(4) delivering at sJout^ dpvic\ [at least one of a] smd combined [output 
and a sequential output of] proprammiVpreseltatinn -i^id combined programming 
^.........n .nn.nri.in. e^^nlt.neou. outout of^d received mass medium programming 

with said [selected specific portion of said stored user data of interest] image, said 

p.nar.n.min. r^c^nt^t^nn nresented in the period of time between said step of 
communicating [said selected specific portion to said output device and said] step of 
ceasing to communicate [said selected specific portion to said output device] ; 

detecting said at least one of [said] a code and\said] a datum evidencing said one 

(1) [said] a passing of said instruct signal to s^d controllable apparatus and; 

(2) [said] a fimctioning of said controllable app^atus in response to said 

instruct signal; 

storing said at least one of [said] a code and [said] a dat 



of: 
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74. (Amended) The method o\claim 73, wherein said [mass medium 

programming] image one of: 

(1) supplements a teleyfeibn progr^; and 

(2) completes a television Wram,iand 

wherein a user places an orde"^ response to an offer comnrunicated in said 



television program. 



75. (Unchanged) The method of claim 73, further comprising the step of: 

programming said receiver station to process viewer data of interest and to 
respondto at least one instruct signal associated with some mass medium programming. 

76. (Unchanged) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step of: 
receiving a command one of embedded in and associated with a signal that 

contains a portion of mass medium programming. 



77. 



(Unchanged) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step of: 
storing a locally input command that one of designates and specifies one of: 

(1) mass medium programming to be one of outputted and stored; 

(2) a fashion in which to present one of a portion of said mass medium 
programming and a portion of computer output. 

(3) a time in which to one of output and store one of a portion of said mass 
medium programming and a portion of computer output. 



78. 



(Unchanged) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step of: 
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controlling one of a processor and a computer to process a viewer reaction to one 
of mass medium p,»gramming and an image outputted a, said output device, said step of 

controlling including: 

(1) assembling a record that includes additional data besides said viewer 

reaction; and 

(2) transmitting said record to a remote data collection station. 

79. (Unchanged) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step of: 
controlling one of a processor and a computer to process a viewer reaction to one 
of mass medium programming and an image outputted at said output device, said step of 

controlling including: 

(1) detecting a datum that identifies one of said mass medium programming 

and said image outputted at said output device; and 

(2) transmitting said datum to a remote data collection station. 

80. (Unchanged) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step of: 
controlling one of a processor and a computer to process a viewer reaction to one 
of mass medium programming and an image outputted at said output device, said step of 

controlling including: 

(1) storing a datum that identifies one of said mass medium programming and 

said image outputted at said output device; and 

(2) passing data of one of the availability, use, and usage of said one of said 
^nass medium programming and said outputted image to one of said processor and said 
computer that controls one of the selection and communication of mass medium 
programming for output at said receiver station. 

81. (Unchanged) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step of: 
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controlling one of a processor and a computer to process a viewer reaction to one 
of mass medium programming and an image outputted at said output device, said step of 

controlling including: 

(1) controlling one of a receiver to receive and a storage location to 
communicate a first mass medium programming associated with one of said mass 
medium programming and said outputted image in response to said viewer reaction; and 

(2) outputting said communicated first mass medium programming at said 
output device at said receiver station. 



82. (Unchanged) The method of claim 73, wherein said at least one of said 
code and said datum serves as evidence of both: 

(1 ) the passing of said instruct signal to said controllable apparatus; and 

(2) the functioning of said controllable apparatus in response to said instruct 

signal. 

83. (Amended) A method dfcommunicating mass medium programming 
to at least one receiver station each of whidi includes one of a broadcast programming 
receiver and a cablecast programming receivW, an output device, a control signal 
detector, a processor operably connected to said output device, and with each said 
receiver station adapted to detect and respond t^^at least one instruct signal, said method 
of communicating comprising the steMtof: 

[(1 )] receiving the mass mediuA prograiAming to be transmitted [at a 
transmitter station] and delivering said ma^ediun\programming to [at least one] 

transmitter a pparatus : 

[(2)] receiving said at least one instruct signalk said transmitter station, said at 
least one instruct signal at the receiver station operating td^ontrol a receiver station 
apparatus and store at least one of a code and a datum to seA;e as evidence of one of: 
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(a) a passing of said a, leas, dne insttuc. signal .o conttollable apparams; and 

(b) a tetioning of said conAuable appara«.s in response to said al leas, one 

instruct signal; rr 

K3)) transfemng said a, leas>^e\nsttuc. signal and said a, leas, one of [said] a 

code and [said] a datum to said [at( 

[(4)] transmitting [from said trdnsjfiitter ! 
transmission including] said mass medium pro^ 
and said at least one of [said] a code and [said] a^atum. 



t^e^tVneVansmitter ^sm^' 

station at least one information 

ling, said at least one instruct signal, 



84. (Unchanged) TTie method of claim 83, wherein said step of transmitting 
directs oneofabroadcastt^smissionandacablecast transmission toaplurality of 
receiver stations at the same time and eachof said plurality ofreceiver stations oneof 

receives and responds to said at least one instruct signal concurrently. 



85 (Unchanged) TTie method of claim 83, wherein said step of transmitting 
directs said oneofsaidbroadcasttransmission and said cablecast transmission toa 
pluralityofreceiver stations at different times andeachofsaidpluralityofrece^ver 

stations responds to said at least one instruct signal at a different time. 



86 (Unchanged) Tlie method of claim 83, wherein a switch communicates 
signals selectively fromareceiver and oneofamemoryandarecorder to said atleast one 

transmitter, said method further comprising one of the steps of: 

detecting a first instruct signal which is effective at the transmitter station to 

instruct communication; 

determining a specific program input source : 
instruct signal to said at least one transmitter; 



from which to communicate a second 
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controlling said switch to communicate said second instract signal to said at least 
one transmitter in response to said Hrs. instruct signal which is effective a. the transmitter 
Station to instruct communication; 

controlling said switch to communicate a third instruct signal from a selected 

program input receiver; and 

controlling said switch to communicate mass medium programming to said one of 

said memory and said recorder. 

87. (Unchanged) The method of claim 83, wherein a controller controls a 
switch to communicate to said at least one transmitter one of selected mass medium 
programming and said at least one instruct signal, further comprising one of the steps of: 

detecting a first instruct signal which is effective at the transmitter station to 

instruct transmission; 

inputting to said controller a second instruct signal which is effective to control 

said switch; 

controlling said switch to one of communicate at least one mass medium 
programming presentation and said at least one instruct signal according to a transmission 
schedule; 

controlling said switch to communicate said at least one mass medium 
programming presentation from a specific one of a plurality of program input receivers; 

and 

controlling said switch to communicate one of said at least one mass medium 
programming presentation and said at least one instruct signal to a selected one of a 
plurality of transmitters. 

88. (Unchanged) The method of claim 8 3, fiirther comprising one of the 
steps of: 
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transmitting to said at least one receiver 



station at least one datum that one of 



designates one of a time and a chamiel of transmission of said mass medium 
programming and specifies one of the title of and the subject matter contained in said 
mass medium program; 



transmitting to said at least one receiver 



station a first instruct signal to cause said 



receiver station 



to tune to a specific one of a broadcast transmission and a cablecast 



transmission; and 

causing at least one of said at least one receiver station to cease combining a 
receiver specific datum with said mass medium programming at a specific time. 

89. (Amended) The me^od of claim 83, wherein said at least one of [said] 
a code and [said] a datum serves as evidence of both: 

(1) the passing of said at least\ne instruct signal to said controllable 

apparatus; and 

(2) the ftmctioning of said « 

one instruct signal. 



lable apparatus in response to said at least 



90. (Unchanged) A method of controlling a remote transmitter station to 
deliver a receiver specific output to a receiver station and controlling said receiver station 
to communicate at least one receiver specific datum to a remote data collection station, 
with said receiver station being remote from said remote data collection station 

comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving at the remote transmitter station at least one instruct signal which 
operates at the receiver station to perform one of the fiinctions of assembling and 
communicating receiver specific data to a remote data collection station; 
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(2) receiving a control signal which operate at the remote transmitter station 
to control the communication of at least one instruct signal, and communicating said 
control signal to said remote transmitter station; 

(3) monitoring a use of a. least one of said cont«,l signal and a resource which 

responds to said control signal; 

(4) storing a record of the use of at least one of said control signal and a 
resource which responds to said control signal from said step of monitoring; 

(5) receiving one of a code and a datum designating a specific instruct signal 
to be transmitted by the remote transmitter station, and said remote transmitter station 
transferring said designated specific instruct signal to a transmitter; and 

(6) transmitting from said remote transmitter station an infomiation 
transmission comprising at least one designated instruct signal, said at least one 
designated instruct signal being transmitted at at least one specific time and on at least 
one specific chamiel in accordance with said control signal. 

91. (Unchanged) The method of claim 90, wherein at least one receiver 
specific data evidence one of the availability and use of information, and a receiver 
specific response to said at least one designated instruct signal. 

92. (Unchanged) The method of claim 90, wherein said at least one 
designated instruct signal comprises downloadable code. 

93. (Amended) A methojWomoting and delivering at least one of a 
product, service, and a media output for u\e w4 an interactive television viewing 
apparattis comprising the steps of: 
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displaying a televiLn program that [demonstrates ] promotes at least one of a 
product, a service, and a meVa output, said interactive television viewing apparatus 
having an input device to rec^ve input from a viewer; 

prompting said viewerVing said television program whether said viewer wants 
said at least one of [said] a prodit, ^service, and [said] a media output [demonstrated] 
promoted in said step of displaying said interactive television viewing apparatus having 
an output device for outputting at le^t one of said product, said service, and said media 
output; 

receiving a reply from said viewer at said input device in response to said step of 
prompting said viewer, said interactive television viewing apparatus having a processor 
for processing said viewer reply to perforAat least one of the fimctions of obtaining and 
enabling instructions which perform at least We of the fimctions of [generating] • 
providing and controlling output of saiiat leLope'of [said] aproduct, a service, and 
[said] a media output in response to said ii^tfu^ions; 

delivering said instructions at sAnteraW television viewing apparatus in 
response to said step of receiving a vW^^^ctions controlling said interactive 
television viewing apparatus in performing a technUe for delivering said at least one of 
[said] a product, a.service, and [said] a media output;\ 

processing said instructions from said step of delivering; 
performing said technique at said interactive teleVision viewing apparatus, said 
processor delivering said at least one of [said] a product, ^ervice, and [said] a media 
output on the basis of said instructions; 

monitoring [at ] use of at least one of said instructions W a resource which 
outputs at least a portion of said «t lea.st one of aproduct, a.servi6^, and [said] a media 
output : and 

storing a record of said use of said at least one of said instruct^s and said 
resource from said step of monitoring. 
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94. (Unchanged) The method of claim 93, wherein at least one of said 
instructions is embedded in the non-visible portion of a television signal. 



95. (Amended) \ The method of claim 93, wherein information evidencing 
one of said technique, and thLailability and use of said television program, is one of 
stored and communicated to a lUote data collection station, said method further 
comprising the step of selecting Vidence information that one of identifies and 



designates at least one: \ 


(1) 


mass medium program; 


(2) 


use of programming; \ 


(3) 


transmission station; \ 


(4) 


receiver station; \ 


(5) 


network; \ 


(6) 


broadcast station; \ / 


(7) 


channel on a cable system; /A 


(8) 


time of transmission; /\ \ 


(9) 


vmique identifier datum; \ \ . 


(10) 


supplier of data; y\ 


(H) 


[publication, article, publisher,] distributor [,] or 


(12) 


indication of [copyright] a payment obkation. 



96. (Amended) The method of claim 93, whVein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, said method further compri^ig the steps of: 
communicating said downloadable code to said processor [, w^ch on the basis of said 
downloadable code, performs the step of:] land 
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said television program [or said iKstructions) . 



9, (Amended) The m^od of claim 93, wherein said imeracive .elevis.on 
viewing apparams includes a storage d\vice. said meflrod Wher comprising .he step of: 
embedding one of a code and a dWm ^ "'"^ " 



interactive television viewing apparatus to> 



downloadable code and controlling] com 
service, and said media output in accordan 



4i one of the functions of locating some 
^presentation of at least one of said product, 



anceWth 9^d instructions. 



98 (Amended) The method ^clairiiv93, comprising the step of: 
programming said interactive television vie^apparatus to query a remote data 
source [at a particular time] . ^ 

storing a subscriber instrucUon to r^eive a, least one of a specific mass medtnm 
program, datum, news item, and a computer con««l instruction; and 

living at leas, one ota specif c mass medium program, datum, news item, and 
a computer control instruction in accordance with said instruction. 



,00 (Unchanged) T„e method of claim 93, further comprising the steps of: 
programming said processor to respond to information communicated from one of 
data and a programming source; 



receiving an information transmission 



from one of a local storage device and a 



remote television programming source; 

inputting at least someofsaid received information transmission toacontrol 



signal detector; 
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detecting one of data and an instruct signal in said infonnation transmission; and 
passing one of said detected data and said instruct sign^tosaid^^ 



101. 



(Amended) T^method of claim 93, further comprising the steps of: 

, perform one of the functions of processing and 
ram, datum, [news item,] and a computer 



ion to ' 



pre 



storing a subscriber mstruce 

presenting at least one of a mass mtC 

control instruction; and 

perfoming one of ,he fimctioi:; Wooessing and presenting at leas, one spec.fic 

n,ass medium program, dattun. [news i A ' <>' 

accordance with said instruction. ^ 



,02. (Unchanged) The method of claim 93, wherein said interactive television 
viewing apparatus has a plurality of output devices and a. leas, one of said product, 
service, and media output isdelivcred at a specific a, leas, one of said plurality of ou,pu, 
devices, said meftod fiirttier comprising the steps of: 

controlling a selective transmission device to communicate one of data and 
instructions in respect of a. leas, one of s^d product, service, and media output to sa,d 
specific a, least one of said plurality of output devices; and 

actuating an output device that outputs a. least one of video, audio, and a physical 
p„duc. to output some portion of said product, service, or media output on the basts of 
said commumcated some data or instntcions in respect of said product, service, or medta 

output. ■ ~ 




,03 (Amended) ThemethoA«W"'«."'>ereinatleas,one„fsaid 
instructions isdeliveredinamultichy!;isigUtransmi«edby one ofaremote[cable 

.elevision and a satellite television ]ian\i Ration, said method firiter comprising 

the step of: 
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tuning a converter to receiveJitleast one of said instructions. 



104. (Unchanged) The methodVclaim 93, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving at least one datum that designate one of one of a time and a chamiel of 
transmission of one of said television progrA and said instructions and that specify one 
of the title of and some subject matte/co^ 
said instructions; and subsequently 

receiving one of said television programVd said instructions on the basis of said 

at least one datum. 



litami 



td in one of said television program and 




105. (Amended) Vhe method of claim 93. wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable codV said method further comprising the steps of: 
communicating said downloadable code to said processor [, which on the basis of said 
^ downloadable code, performs theWep of:] land 

.1 untinr nn th- -^°V H.wnlnadable code, at least one of a video, audio, 
and print output device, as appropriate, to output ^at least one of [said] a product, a 
service, and [said] a media output. 

106. (Amended) The me4)l of claim 93, wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code/^d Vethjfl further comprising the steps of: 
communicating said downloadable co^/sV processor [, which on the basis of said 
downloadable code, performs the step of:] lan^ 

,1, , .yptinr nn th. H-'- -^-"^^ Hn^vnloaVble code, at least a portion of said 
television program or said instructions. 

107. (Amended) The method of claim 9^ wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, said method further cLprising the steps of: 



44 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 

CO— ating said do Aoadable code .o said processor [, which on basis of said 
downloadable code, performs the step of] ;and 

device to communicate at leasUme of said aUeaMieotaproduct, ^service, [or] ani_a 
media output to [an] said outpu\ device. 

108. (Amended) TheVethod of claim 93, wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, saik method further comprising the steps of: 
communicating said downloadable c\de to said processor [, which on the basis of said 
downloadable code, performs the stepVf:] aad 

, IML |„-Vv--^--^-'V-"'-""''°""''- » "^"^ 

present with received programming. 

109. (Amended) The method 0^^™ 93, wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, said mepj^d f 

communicating said downloadable .^tUi^rocessor [, which on U>e basis of said 

downloadable code, performs the step of;]j 

,|,|i,,ii„ |„-^.-:--^--'.<-<-i.^-^»HS,Mecode. a receiver speciftc datum at 

said interactive television viewing apparatus simultaneously or sequentially with said 
television program or said .Uaaa^'oduct Vservice. M 

110. (Amended) The method of claim 93\wherein said interactive television 
viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said medroWer comprising the step of: 

commumcating [a program unit] an identification^ to said storage device and 
storing said [program unit] identification code a, a storage ideation associated with said 
television program. 
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\The 



111. (Amended) 
viewing apparatus includes a storage 



method of claim 93, wherein said interactive television 
device, said method further comprising the step of: 



communicating to and sVoring at said storage 



device some information to evidence 




one of one of an availability andUise 
[some downloadable code] nfX" ^'^'^^ 



of said television program [, said instructions,] and 



4od of claim 93, wherein said interactive television 
device, said method fiirther comprising the step of: 



1 12. (Amended) 
viewing apparatus includes a 

storing at said storage deviceV- instruct signal which is effective to generate 

[some] output to be associated with 
[said] a media output. 



at least one of [said] a product, a service, and 



113. (Unchanged) ^ method ofclaim 93, wherein said interactive television 

device, said method further comprising the step of: 
instruct signal which is effective to display one of 



viewing apparatus includes a storage i 
storing at said storage device an 



combined and a sequential presentation of a mass 



medium program, and a user specific 



a 

datum 



114. 




(Amended) The mko d of claim 93, wherein said interactive television 
viewing apparatus includes a storage d\vice, said method further comprising the step of: 
storing at said storage devicJWtruct signal which is eff^^^^^^ 

.action to ^^s-t^fMi^^ 



^ programand^atleastoneoWsaidUr\duct,™,and[said].medi^ 



115 (Amended) The m^d of km 93, wherein said interactive television 
viewing apparatus includes a storage device, saV method further comprising the step of: 
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storing a. said stoog^device ^ instruct signal which is effective .o [perform one 
of the functions of communicat^g to] esEHishcfiiffimBi^^ ^"o" I 



query in respect of information to^be 



associated with said television program, and 



enabling display of at least one of sM pro^t. service, 



and said media output] 



116. (Amended) Th(me[h\o^laim 93, wherein said interactive television 

viewing apparatus includes a storage; 

storing a. said storage devii aL inst^^t signal which is effective to control [a 

,ser sution] ,iil i vli y^^winVannaratusto receive infonnation to 

supplement said television program. 

,17. (Unchanged) The method of claim 93, wherein said interactive television 
viewmg apparatus includes a storage device, said method further comprising the step of: 
storing at said storage device an instruct si^al which is effective to process a 

digital television signal. 

The mLd of claim 93, wherein said interactive television 
viewing apparatus includes a storage Lice, said method tether comprising the step of: 

storing at said storage device onUf a code and a datum to serve as a basis for 
enabling an output device to [display] idyLat leas, some of saiiat leas, one of [said] a 
product, ^service, and [said] a.medi/tp\. [or for enabling said interactive .elevis.on 
viewing apparatus to process so^ i^loairtle code] . 

119. (Amended) The mefl^id of clalta 93, comprising the step of [: 
delivering at said interactive television vieW apparanrs processed information 
of a stored datum one of simultaneously and sequenU wiU. one of said television 



47 



Serial Mo. 08/452,395 
Docket No, 05634.0065 



program 
Hiinlicate datum 



and at least one of said^oiuct, service, and said media output] Wl^one 



120. (Unchanged) TTie method of claim 93, comprising the step of: 
storing said viewer reply for subsequent processing in response to at least one of 

said instructions. 

121. (Unchanged) Themethodof claim 93, comprising the step of: 
assembling and communicating to a remote site data evidencing said viewer reply. 

122. (Unchanged) Amethodof gathering information on the use of at least 
oneofaresourceandacontrol signal atareceiver station, saidreceiver station havinga 

processor and a controlled device, said receiver station transferring said gathered 
information to a remote station, said method comprising the steps of: 

(1) identifying at least one of a resource and a control signal; 

(2) monitoring at least one of said resource and said control signal; 

(3) storing a record of the use of at least one of said resource and said control 



SI 



ignal from said step of monitoring; and 

(4) communicating information evidencing said use of at least one of said 
and said control signal from said step of storing a record from said receiver 



resource 
station to a remote station 



123. 



5. (Unchanged) The method of claim 122, wherein at least one of said 
resource and said control signal is one of a broadcast and a cablecast television signal,- 
said method fiirther comprising the steps of: 

selecting information designating programming contained in one of said broadcast 

and said cablecast television signal; and 
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communicating said selected information from said step of selecting to said 
remote station. 

124. (Unchanged) The method of claim 122, wherein at least one of said 
resource and said control signal is one of a broadcast and a cablecast data signal, said 
method further comprising the steps of: 

selecting information designating a function performed in respect of at least one 

of said resource and said control signal; and 

communicating said selected information from said step of selecting to said 

remote station. 

125. (Unchanged) The method of claim 122, ftirther comprising the step: 
processing information designating a source of at least one of said resource said 
control signal; and 

communicating said source information from said step of processing to said 
remote station. 

126. (Unchanged) The method of claim 122, fiirther comprising the step: 

processing information designating a time in respect of at least one of said 

resource and said control signal; and 

communicating said time information from said step of processing to said remote 

station. 

127. (Unchanged) The method of claim 122, wherein said identified at least 
one of said resource and said control signal is a resource which performs one of the 
functions of communicating and responding to a plurality of control signals, said method 
further comprising the steps of: 
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selecting 

and 

communicating 
remote station. 



ine information designating at least one of said plurality of control signals; 
icatine said selected information from said step of selecting to said 



128. (Unchanged) The method of claim 122, wherein said identified at least 
one of said resource and said control signal is a control signal which performs one of the 
functions of processing and communicating a plurality of resources, said method further 

comprising the steps of: 

selecting information designating at least one of said plurality of resources; and 
communicating said selected information from said step of selecting to said 

remote station. 

129. (Unchanged) The method of claim 122, wherein said identified at least 
one of said resource and said control signal is a signal which is communicated to a 
plurality of devices, said method fiirther comprising the steps of: 

selecting information designating at least one of said plurality of devices; and 
communicating said selected information from said step of selecting to said 
remote station. 



130. (Amende 



d) The method of claim 122, wherein the stored evidence 
f the functions of identifying and designating at least one of: 




lation performs 

(1) a mass mediuni^rogram 

(2) a proper use of pro|i;m[miing 

(3) a transmission station; 

(4) a receiver station; 

(5) a network; 
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(6) a broadcast station; 

(7) a channel on\cable system; 

(8) a time of transmi^ion; 

(9) a unique identifier i 

(10) a source or supplier of ( 

(1 1) a. Uast one of a [publica.io>^cte. publisher.) disributor (J and an 

advertisement; and 

(12) an indication of [copyright] p a yment oblation . 

131. (Unchanged) H^emethodof claim 122, wherein at least one of said 
resource and said control signal is received from a local source, said method further 

comprising the step of: 

storing one of a code and a datum which is operative to identify one of said 

resource and said control signal. 

132 (Amended) A method for gathering an identifying signal from a 
plurality of identifying signals generated by passing a control signal [from] ^ a receiver 
: controlled device, said receiver station having an input and an 



; device, said method comprising the steps of: 



station to at least one > 
output, a processor and a storage 

receiving a control signal at said receiver station; 
detecting said control signal at said receiver station; 

passing said control signal from a detector to said at least one controlled device; 
generating based on said step of passing said control signal, a plurality of signals 

that identify [theLcharacteristics of said control signal in said step of passing; 

selectingatleastone identifying signal fromsaidpluralityofidentifying signals 

based on said step of generating said identifying signals; and 
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storing said at least one identifying signal based on said step of selecting said at 
least one identifying signal in said storage device. 

133. (Unchanged) Hie method of claim 132, further comprising the step of 
communicating said stored at least one identifying signal based on said step of storing 
from said receiver station to an external data collection station. 

134. (Amended) The method of claim 133, further comprising the step of: 
generating a bill one of at and from said at least one remote data collection station 

based on said atleastone identifying [data transferred] si gnal communicated to said [at 
least one remote] external data collection station. 



135. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a source of said control signal. 

136. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a supplier of said control signal. 

137. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a content of said control signal. 

138. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies one of atime and aperiod of time. 

139. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a frmction performed at said receiver station in consequence 
of said control signal. 

52 



140. (Amended) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies [a] programming outputted at said receiver station in 
consequence of said control signal. 

141. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies apparatus controlled at said receiver station in consequence 
of said control signal. 

142. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, further comprising the step of 
discarding at least one of said plurality of identifying signals. 

143. (Unchanged) The method of claim 142, wherein said discarded at least 
of said plurality of identifying signals includes a duplicate identifying signal. 



one 



144. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said step of generating 
includes creating said at least one identifying signal by appending digital information. 

145. (Unchanged) The method of claim 144, wherein said appended digital 
infomiation includes a first of said plurality of signals that identify characteristics. 

146. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said step of generating 
includes counting. 

147. (Unchanged) The method of claim 132, wherein said step of generating 
results in a record. 
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,48 (Unchanged) A meftod of co«cating subscriber sution information 
including identifying da. from a subscriber s^tion .„ a, leas, one renrCe daU collection 
Station, said method comprising the steps of: 

inputting one of a viewer's and participant's reaction to mass medium 

programming at a subscriber station; 

living at said ^bscriber sution an indication of a, leas, one of a control signal 
u, process and an ou.pu. .o deliver in consequence of a specific subscriber inpu.; 

dcermining a presence of said specific subscriber inpu. a. said subscriber s«tion 
by processing said one of a viewer's and participan,'s reaction .o mass med.um 
programming; 

processing said con„o. signal, said conttoi signal causing an effec. of conBollmg 
one or more receiver station apparams and a. leas, one of code and da.a .0 serve as 
evidence of passing said control signal .0 a. leas, one controllable device and of 
&„ctioning of said contio.led one or more receiver station apparatits in response to sa,d 
instiuct signal at said subscriber station in conse,uence of said step of de«rminin« and 

»u,sferring from said subscriber sti.tio„ .0 a. leas, one remote data collection 
station a plurality of indicia confirming processing of said control signal and said control 
signal effect from said step of processing. 



,49. '^km^ded) The meflrodofclaim 148, wherein said instruct signal is 
input by a subscribe^^ethod firfKrcon^nsin the steps of: 

storing a subscriberhWtion .0 r^ive one of a specific mass medium 
programs, data, (New Claims] a^Wand computer control instiuctions; and 

reiving one of said sv^c^M^ P'^^- ^ t^'" 
items, and computer conuol instructions in ac^X- with said subscriber instruction. 
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,50. (Unchanged) The meftod of claim 148. «h=«in said method of 
communicating uses a telephone interface. 

,5, Mmended) A method of controlling a remote intemediate mass 
medium progralansmitter station to comm^ucate mass medium program material to a 
remote receiver stln and controlling said remote receiver station to deliver an 
individualized massiedium program presentation, said method of controlling 

comprising the steps oi 

(1) receivingy^ medium programming to be transmitted by the remote 

intermediate mass mediui transminer station and delivering said mass medium 

programming to a transmittk; 

(2) receiving a, It one receiver control signal at said remote intermediate 
medium transminer statii, said at least one receiver control signal being operative 

at the remote reviver station to Vntrol [one or more] receiver station apparatus and 
including [a plurality of] at least o\e of code and data to s^e as evidence of passing satd 
at least one receiver cont^l signal t\at leas^oneconm.llable device and of the 
fi^ctioning of said controlled one or W&T^t- ^^^^ '^^^"^ ""^ 

least one receiver control signal; 

(3) receivingatleastonejm^controlsignalatsaidremoteintermedtate 

.ass medium transmitter station, said at lit one transmitter control signal is effective a. 
said remote intermediate mass medium transW station to control the communicatton 
of at least one of said mass medium programm\g and said at leas, one receiver cont„.l 

signal; and 

(4) causing said remote intermediate m^medium transmitter station to 
„i. in accordance with said a. least one transmiti*. control signal an information 
Bansmission comprising one of said mass medium proving and said a. leas, one 
receiver control signal. 
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152. (Amended) lyethodof dam, 151, wherein said mass medium 
program material includes xMoisi^] ■ 



,53. (Unchanged) The method of claim 151, wherein said mass medium 
program material includes a television program. 



154. rAriyended) A method of communicating at least one television signal 
,0 at least one receiL station [each of] which includes one of a broadcast television 
receiver and a cablecl television receiver, a television monitor, a signal detector, a 
processor operatively Inected to said [television momtor] ainaUaeaoi, said 
processor [programmed dVct a presence of, M^H^to at leas, one control 
signal [in one of a broadcasYnsmisslon and a cablecast trartsmission] , sa,d method 

comprising the steps of: 

receiving television proUming at a transmitter station and delivering said 

television programming to a fija Wsmtaff^ 

roceiving (and storing] saidVlI^ne control signal at [said] transmitter station 

said at least one control si^e^ « 1*=! 

reiver station to control [at leas.-SJ5Gi^f controllable receiver stafon 
[apparatus and including at least one of cW and data to serve as evidence of at least one 
of passing said at least one control signal tX controllable device and of the functioning 
of said controlled at least one [controllabe] ckollaile receiver station apparatus based 
on said at least one control signal) devices; \ 

transferring said at least one control signa^ftom said tmnsmitter station to] smoi 

said first transmitter jn-< • "-^""d transmitter; and 

iut tn -:.-...^»..,....ivers.atiV said television programming 

[and] . said at least one control signal [from said transt^^itter station to said at least one 
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receiver station] ...ct o^f code- nr^t. to serve as evidence of passing portions 
... ,...t one contro. ^T^' t^d nl L^ receiver station devices 

... ft,n.t^nninP of sp^^ p^-^^'^^ .f^^^rcrr^'^r ^t.tion devices based on said 
at least one c ontrol signal. ^ 

155. (Amended) A media receiving apparatus for gathering at least one 
identifying signal from a plurality of identifying signals comprising: 
[an] input [port] a pparatus for receiving media signals; 
an output port; 
a storage device; 

a processor operatively comiected to said input [port,] aEparatus. said output port, 
and said storage device, said processor programmed for: 

receiving a media signal from said input [port;] apparatus ; 
detecting a control signal from said media signal; 

passing said control signal from said media signal, to said output port, said output 
port transferring said control signal to an external device; 

generating said plurality of identifying signals that identify characteristics of said 
control signal from the step of passing said control signal; 

selecting said at least one identifying signal from said plurality of identifying 
signals from said step of generating said plurality of identifying signals; and 

storing said at least one identifying signal from said step of selecting at leastone 
said identifying signal in said storage device. 

156. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 155, fiirther comprising: 
a telephone interface operatively connected to said processor; 
said processor fiirther programmed for: 
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communicating said atleastone identifying signal from said storage device to an 
external data collection station with said telephone interface. 

157. (Unchanged) The apparatus of claim 155, wherein said output port is 
connected to said external device. 



,58. (Amended) Tl,eappara«sofclaim 157.whe«msaidex.en,aldeviceis 

selected from a group consisting of: 

a heater, an air conditioner, a radio receiver, a [laser disc] player, a computer, a 

Storage device, a tuner, and a printer. 



159. (Amended) A method of delivering and gathering information 

control Signal in a communications network, said network 
Station, said transmitter station communicating 



on [the] use of a multij^le use 
having a transmitter statib^and a receiver 

stored at said receiver station and receiving 

station having an input device, a 



commands to a computer prd^am i 

information from said receiverVtion, said receiver i 
processor for executing said comp^r program and for receiving said commands from 

said transmitter station and for transiWn^rmation to a remote station, and a 
computer for using multiple use controfeSls and said commands directed to said 
computer program, said method comprisin^^M^E? 
inputting a command at said input device; 

receiving at said receiver station an indi V of a multiple use control signal 

from said remote station; 

processing at said receiver station 
signal in accordance with said computer program; 

communicating a computer output to a computer pe^heral and controlling a 



said indicatVn of said multiple use control 



presentation of media programming in 



accordance with said m\tiple use control signal; 
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CO— aVg from said receiver station to s^d transminer stati^^ 

of said media programming or said multiple use control 



represents a record of \^e use 
signal. 



160. (Amended) 



step of: 

programming said receive 
locate, [assemble,] organize, cor 
signal. 



The method of claim 159, father comprising the 



station to use said commands to tune to, receive, 
licate, select or identify a multiple use control 



,61 (Amended) A methodVr gathering information on the selection of one 
of a decryption key and a decryption codeU a pWity of [first] decryption sig^ls 
.ored at a receiver station, said receiver sXlf ng an input for receiving a selecfon 
.ignal fiom an external source, a processor foUcUng said one of a decryption Icey and 
a decryption code, and a storage device fdf^^d plurality of [first] decryption 
signals, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing [said] a plurality of first decryption s\gnals in said storage device; 
indexing said plumlity of first decryption signals to provide an mdex [of] 
Sjjjojjuagasecondpluralityofdecryptionsignals; 

receiving a signal from an external source, said siU indicating a selection of 
said one of adecryption key and a decryption code from onU said plurality of first 
decryption signals and said se«,nd plurality of decryption si^s by locaUng said one of 
a decryption key and a decryption code with said index (of said plurality of first 

decryption signals] ; ^ 

selecting said one of a decryption key and a decryption code [fi^m said second 
pl^ality of decryption signals] based on said index [of said plurality of fi^t of decrypuon 

signals] ; 
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loading said one of a de^^I^on key and a decryption code to a decryption device; 

and 

storing information in said stor^vice that reflects the selection of said one of 
a decryption key and a decryption code^ 

'^^T'^i^^) ^e method of cl^l61, wherein said plurality of 

first decryption signals includes a plurality of codes. 

163. (Unchanged) The method of claim 162, wherein said second 
plurality of decryption signals includes one or more of said plurality of codes. 

164. (Unchanged) The method of claim 161, wherein said plurality of 
first decryption signals includes a plurality of keys. 

165. (Unchanged) The method of claim 164, wherein each of said 
plurality of keys programs said receiver station with a pattern. 

166. (Unchanged) Tlxe method of claim 165, wherein one of said 
plurality of keys programs said receiver station with a varying pattern. 

. 167. (Unchanged) The method of claim 165, wherein one of said 

plurality of keys programs said receiver station with a pattern of composition. 

168. (Unchanged) The method of claim, 165, wherein one of said 

plurality ofkeys programs said receiver station withalocationofatleastoneofsaidseco^^ 

plurality of decryption signals. 
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169. (Unchanged) The method of claim 165, wherein one of said 
plurality of keys programs said receiver station with a pattern of timing of the transmission 
of at least one of said second plurality of decryption signals. 

170. (Unchanged) -Rie method of claim 165, wherein said step of 
selecting comprises selecting code necessary for decryption in accordance with one of said 
plurality of keys. 

171. (Unchanged) The method of claim 170, wherein said one of a 
decryption key and a decryption code includes said code necessary for decryption. 

172. (Unchanged) The method of claim 170, wherein said code 
necessary for decryption is stored in said storage device. 

173. (Unchanged) Themethodof claim 161, wherein said step of 
indexing comprises informing said receiver stationofafashion for identifying or locatinga 

plurality of signals necessary for decryption. 

174. (Unchanged) The method of claim 173, wherein each of said 
plurality of signals necessary for decryption provides a different decryption code. 

175. (Unchanged) The method of claim 173, wherein at least two of 
said plurality of signals necessary for decryption are used to decrypt different transmissions. 

176. (Unchanged) Th, method of claim 175, wherein said different 
transmissions are received fi-om different sources. 
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177. (Unchanged) Themrthodof data 176, wherein one ttansmission 
signal contains said different ttansmissions. 

178. (Unchanged) The method of claim 177, wherein said one 
«ssion signal includes a television si^ and said different tansmissions comprise 
different portions of said television signal. 

179. (Unchanged) He method of claim 178, wherein said television 
signal contains at least one of said second plurality of decryption signals. 

180. (Unchanged) The method of claim 178, wherein a fust portion of 
said one transmission signal contains said television signal and said at leas, one of said 

second plurality of decryption signals is tran^tted in a second portion of said one 
transmission signal which is separate from said first ponion of said one transmission stgnal. 



181. (Am\ded) A method ofcontrolling a plurality ofreceiver stations each 
of which includes a Xision receiver, a signal detector, a processor, and witt, each said 
^ceiver station adapted Xdetect tite presence of one or more control signals and 
programmed to pr„cesr3^SS;ble code, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at a traniniL smtion downloadable code which is effective to control a 
reiver station apptfW^aiiABt code or damm to serve as evidence of passing of said 
downloadable code, each of said\urality ofreceiver stations having a target processor to 
process data; 

transferring said downloadabl^ode to a transmitter; 

receiving one or more control sLls at said transmitter station, said one or more 
control signals operating to execute a^orW downloadable code; 
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receiving a second ^Me or datum vAich operates to evidence a flmction 
performed by said downloadaWscodejjnd. 

.ransferHng said one crl^^ntrol signals to said Uansmitter. and transmitting 

aninfonnationtransmissionco^DV"^ 

control signals, and at least one of said f r\de or datum [or] aad said second code or 



datum. 



182. (Unchanged) The method of claim 181, wherein a television program is 
displayed a, a receiver station and said downloadable code programs said receiver station 
processor or compnter to output video, audio, or text in the context of said television 
program or to process a viewer reaction to said television program or to select 
information that supplements said television program content 

183. (Unchanged) Themethodof claim 181, wherein said information 
transmission is transmitted to two of said plurality of receiver stations at tire same time 
and each of said two receiver stations respond to some part of said control signal or 

. downloadable code at the same time. 

184. (Unchanged) Themethodof claim 181, wherein said information 
transmission is transmitted to two of said plurality of receiver stations a, different times 
and each of said two receiver smtions receive and respond to said control sign^ or satd 
downloadable code asynchronously. 

185. (Unchanged) The method of claim 181, further comprismg the steps of 
receiving said downloadable code at a receiver in the transmitter station, communicating 
said downloadable code from said receiver to a memory location, and storing said 
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dovvnloadable code at said memory location for a period of time prior to commtmicating 
said downloadable code to a transmitter. 

186. (Unchanged) The method of claim 181, wherein at least one receiver 
smtion is adapted to detect the presence of said control signal or programmed to respond 
,0 said downloadable code on the basis of a panem of signal composition, said method 
fimher comprising the step of composing at least some of said control signal or said 
downloadable code in said pattern. 

187. (Unchanged) The method of claim 181, wherein at least one receiver 
station is adapted to detect the presence of said control signal or programmed to ..spond 
,0 said downloadable code on the basis of the locadon of a signal in an information 
transmission, said method furU>er comprising the step of causing a. least some of said 
control signal or downloadable code to be transmitted in said location. 

188. (Unchanged) The method of claim 181, wherein at least one receiver 
station is adapted to detect the presence of said control signal or programmed to respond 
u, said downloadable code on the basis of a timing pattern of signal transmissioa said 
method further comprising the step of causing a. least some of said control signal or said 
downloadable code to be transmitted in accordance with said pattern. 



189. (Amende^ A method of controlling a remote intermediate mass 
medium transminer station^^^icate program material to a remote receiver smtion 
and controlling said remote retfi^kiSSn to process a receiver specific response, said 
method of controlling comprising the st>RS of: 
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receiving a unit of mis medium programming to be transmitted by the remote 
intermediate mass medium trismitter station and delivering said unit of mass medium 
programming to a transmitter; 

receiving one or more iiLtruct signals and a fu-st code or datum at said remote 
intermediate mass medium traninitter station, said one or more instruct signals operate at 
the remote receiver station to coitrol a receiver station apparatus and said first code or 
datum operate to serve as evidenie of the passing of said one or more instruct signals to a 
controllable device or of the functioning of said controllable apparatus in response to said 
one or more instruct signals, and cimmunicating said one or more instruct signals and 
said first code or datum to said transmitter; 

receiving one or more control signals at said remote intermediate mass medium 
transmitter station, said oneormomWtrol signals control the communication of said 
unit of programming, said one or morl instruct signals, and said first code or datum 
[between] from said r.n.nt. intermedial mass medium transmitter station [and] to said 
receiver station; 

receiving a second code ofd^t^JJiich operates to identify said unit of mass 

medium programming; and 

transmitting from said remote interinediate mass medium transmitter station an 
information transmission comprising said uSdt of mass medium programming, said one or 
more instruct signals and said first code or da 



190. (Amended) The method of clW 189, wherein said one or more control 
signals are effective at the remote transmission skion to control one or more of a 
plurality of selective transfer devices prior to [saicffl a specific time. 



191. (Unchanged) The method of claim 189, fiirther comprising the step of 
embedding one of said one or more control signals in said unit of mass medium 
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p«,g™uning before tmnsmitting said unit of mass medium programming to said remote 

transmitter station. 

"l92. (Amended) The metliod of claim 189, wherein said one or more control 
signals is effective at the remote transmit station to communicate said unit of mass 
medium programming to a plurality of transl^^tters [or to a transmitter a plurality of 

times] . 

193. (Amended) Tlie method o^^aifrir^ 
signals include a schedule which identifies said uniUVs medium programming based 
on said second code or datum, said method furdierigr^^ step of: 

transmitting a schedule which operates at the remote ^smitter station to 
ncate said unit of medium programming to a transmitter\t [said] a specific tune. 



communicate ! 



194. (Unchanged) A method of controlUng a remote intermediate data 
transmitter station to communicate data to one or more receiver stations, with said remote 

transmitter station including a broadcast or cablecast transmitter for transmitting one or 
more signals which are effective at a receiver station to instruct a computer or processor, 
a plurality of selective transfer devices each operatively com^ected to said broadcast or 
cablecast transmitter, a data receiver for receiving information fi-om an origination 
transmitter station, a control signal detector, and a controller or computer capable of 
controlling one or more of said selective transfer devices, and with said remote 
transmitter station adapted to detect the presence of one or more control signals, to 
control the communication of said one or more instruct signals in response to said one or 
control signals, and to deliver at said broadcast or cablecast transmitter said one or 
instruct signals, said method comprising the steps of: 



more 
more 
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receiving a. said origination ttamminer smion an instruct signal to be transmitted 
by the remote in,«m=dia.e data transmitter su.tion and delivering said instruct signal to 
an origination transmitter, said instruct signal being effective a, the r^eiver station to 
generate output information content which is effective to control a receiver station 
apparatt. and to communicate a first code or danm, to serve as evidence of «,e passing of 
said instruct signal to a controllable device or of flte fimcUoning of said controllable 
apparants in response to said insmtct signal, said first code or datum designating signal 
content or output information content to be generated; 

receiving one or more control signals which at the remote intermediate data 
transmitter s«.tion operate to control dte communication of said instruct signal; and 

transferring said one or more control signals to said origination transmitter before 
a specific time, said origination transmitter tnmsmitting said instruct signal, said firs, 
code or dattrai, and said one or more control signals. 



195. 



(Amended\ The method of claim 194, wherein said one or more couUdI 
signals include a schedule wh^entifiej said unit of mass medium programming based 
on [saidl a second code or daturfC^ethod fi«her comprising the step of; 

transmitting a second instruy si^hich operates at the remote intermedtate 
data transmitter station a, said ^trtnte to\nmunicate said instruct signal to a 
transmitter. 

196. (Unchanged) TT,emethodof claim 194, wherein said specific time is a 
scheduled time of ttansmitting said mstruct signal or a program associated with said 
instruct signal ftom said remote intermediate data transmitter station and said one or more 
control signals is effective a. dte remote intermediate dam transmitter station ,0 control 
one or more of said plurality of selective transmission devices at different times. 
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197. (Anended) A method for delivering at least one control signal and 
computer programing to a subscriber and billing said subscriber for [the] use of said at 
least one control sigl^and said computer programming in a communications network, 
said communications n\vork having at least one transmitter station and at least one 
receiver station, said at leakt one transmitter station being capable of communicating 
programming instructions, s\d at least one receiver station having an input device for 
inputting a command, at leastL processor for receiving said programming instructions 
and communicating [said] billin\records, and a computer for using said at least one 
control signal and said computer pWramming, said method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting from said at leaAone transmitter station to said at least one receiver 
station operating instructions associate^^ one of said command and said at 
least one control signal, said op^f^^^r^cMons being effective to program said at 
least one receiver station to respondi^^^ fashion to at least one of said 
command and said at least one control sign^ 

inputting said command at said input device; 

inputting said at least one control signal\^from said at least one transmitter station 

at said at least one receiver station; 

comparing infomiation designated by said\^mmand to information designated by 

said at least one control signal; 

processing said computer programming and cLmunicating computer output to a 
computer peripheral [location] device in accordance wi^said operating instructions 
based on said step of comparing; 

outputting said computer output at said computer pWipheral location; and 
communicating to a remote station at least one daturUi^^ of at least 
one of said command, said at least one control signal, said coW programming, and 
said computer output to enable said remote station to bill said subscriber for the use of 
said at least one control signal or said computer programming. 
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198. (Vended) A method for tracking results of a comparison of control 
signals at a receiveXmtion in a communications network, said network having at least 
one transmitter stationed at least one receiver station, [said at least one transmitter 
station transmitting a reqliest for user input,] said at least one receiver station having at 
least one processor, at leastWe storage device, and at least one input device adapted to 
receive user input, said methoJi comprising the steps of: 

receiving at said at leas\ne input device at least one user input based on [said] a 

request for user input; 

storing said at least one user W at said at least one storage device; 

receiving at said at least one reaeiver station at least one information transmission 
from said at least one transmitter station\aid at least one information transmission 
including processor instructions; 

comparing information [contained in\aid received at least one information 
transmission] ^^^^^^ e.^H .t 1e..t one nrocesV with said stored at least one user input 
hRsed on said rpppived at least "riP information trVsmission ; 

authorizing [the] processing at said at least\ne receiver station of said processor 
instructions based on the result from said step of conWng; 

recording a result of said step of comparing at kl at least one storage device. 

199. (Amended) The method of claim 198, wherein said step of authorizing 
[the] processing of said processor instructions employs an instruct to decrypt signal 
[communicated as a result of said step of comparing] . 



200. (Amended) A^thod of controlling at least one of a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which inck^television receiver, a control signal detector, a 
processor, and with each said receiv^Ti^adapted to detect a presence of at least one 
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control signaUd being programmed to process downloadable code, said method 

comprising the Siteps of: 

(1) receiving said downloadable code which is effective at said at least one 

receiver station to\ontrol a receiver station apparatus and to communicate at least one of 
a code and a datum i serve as one of evidence of the passing of [an instruct] a signal to a 
controllable device an\ the functioning of said controllable device in response to said 
[instruct ] signal, and delivering said downloadable code to a transmitter; 

(2) receiving \least one control signal which operates at said at least one 
receiver station to executeLortionof said downloadable code at said processor; and 

(3) causing said at least one control signal to be communicated to said 
transmitter at a specific time, Lreby to transmit an information transmission comprising 
said downloadable code and said at least one control signal. 



201. (Amended) The \ethod|of claim 200, wherein a television program is 
displayed at said at least one receiver^Tana said downloadable code programs said 
processor [to perform at least one of: (\ ] output [at least one of] video [, audio, and text 
] in [the context of] said television progrW [, (b) process a subscriber reaction to said 
television program, and (c) select infonnat\n that supplements the content of said 
television program] . 

202. (Amended) The method of claiin 200, wherein said information 
transmission is transmitted to at least two of said pWality of receiver stations at the same 
time and each of said at least two receiver stations reWds to [at least one of] said [at 
least one] control signal [and said downloadable code a\the same time] 



203. (Amended) The method of claim 200, whVein said information 
transmission is transmitted to at least two of said plurality of \eiver stations at different 
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times and each of said at le 
of] said at least one control s: 



lal 



receiver stations receives and responds to [at least one 
and said downloadable code ] asynchronously. 



204. (Unchanged) . The method of claim 200, wherein said at least one control 
gnal incorporates said downloadable code. 



205. (AmendeX The method of claim 200, further comprising the steps of 
receiving said dowdoad^bl^de^e^^^^^^ in said transmitter station, communicating 
said downloadable code froiAaid receiver to a memory location, and storing said 
downloadable code at saiiijernWocation for a period of time prior to communicating 
said downloadable code [to] from shid transmitter. 

206. (Unchanged) Themethidof claim 200, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of receiver stations is adapted to detect the presence of said at least one control 
signal and programmed to respond to said downloadable code on the basis of a pattern of 
signal composition, said method further comprising the step of composing at least one of 
said at least one control signal and said downloadable code in said pattern. 

207. (Unchanged) The method of claim 200, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of receiver stations is adapted to detect the presence of said at least one control 
signal and programmed to respond to said do^^^loadable code on the basis of the location 
of a signal in said information transmission, said method further comprising the step of 
causing at least one of said at least one control signal and said downloadable code to be 
transmitted in said location. 

208. (Unchanged) The method of claim 200, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of receiver stations is adapted to detect the presence of said at least one control 
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signal and p^gmnmed to respond to said dowrioadable code on fte basis of a fmrng 
pattern of signal — sion. said meftod tafter comprising *e step of causing at leas, 
one of said a. least one control signal and said downloadable code ,o be transnntted m 
accordance with said timing pattern. 

209. (Unchanged) Tl,e method of claim 200, wherein at leas, one of said 
downloadable code and identiHcation data in respect of said downloadable code is 
embedded in one of atdevision signal and a signal containing a television program. 

210. (Ameled) A method ofprocessing signals at a receiver station, said 
receiver station having\compn« to deliver at a television monitor one [of a combined 
and a sequential presentaVon] image of television programming [and a user spectfic 

. „„] ,n-— r-r- A'- "-'"-^ " '"^ 

method comprising the step&of: 

storing user data of interest; 

receiving television prW a 'Revision programming source [and 

displaying said television pi^Xtg at said television monitor] ; 

receiving an ir^om^S^^&SSsior, including at least one instruct signal whrch 
is effeaive to control at least oneLtroUable device at said receiver station, and 
receiving at least one of acode andUtum to serve as evidence of at least one of the 
passing of said a. leas, one instruct sLal to said at least one controllable device, and the 
funcUoning of said at leas, one conttoLle device in response «, said at leas, one insmtc. 

signal; \ 

dcecting said at least one instructWal in said information transmission; 

controlling said computer based onU detected at least one instruct signal, said 
Step of controlling comprising: )y 
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(1) selekg .nH rnmmunicating a first portion of said [stored user data of 

interest] ima pe to sai^ Nt^^'f^v'sion monitor; 

(2) commulating [said selected] a second portion of said [stored user data of 
interest] image to said television monitor bi-nrl nn -nid stored user data of interest ; and 
subsequently 

(3) ceasing to [cLmunicate said selected portion of said stored user data of 
interest to] Hk plav said imageW said television monitor; 

delivering said [one of\ combined and a sequential presentation of said television 
programming and said s.i.cJ^of said stored user data of interest] image at said 
television monitor in the perio i Lime between said step of communicating [said ■ 
selected portion to said tetevi^nfedtor] and said step of ceasing to [communicate said 
selected portion to said television Aonitor] di^ph y said imape based on programming 
rf reived at s^id receiver Sta tion at Hiferent times ; and 
performing at least one of: 
. (1) storing said at least one ^a code and a datum at said receiver station; and 
(2) communicating said at lei one of a code and a datum from said receiver 
station to at least one remote data collectiori^tation. 



211. (Unchanged) The method of claim 2 10, further comprising the step of 
generating said user data of interest in response to said detected at least one instruct 
signal. 



212. 



(Unchanged) The method of claim 210, further comprising any one of the 



steps of: 



programming said receiver station to process subscriber data of interest and to 
spond to at least one instruct signal associated with said television programming; 
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receiving a command embedded in or associated with a signal that contains said 

television programming; 

storing a locally input command that designates one of: 

(1) a television program to be at least one of displayed and recorded; 

(2) a fashion in which to present at least one of said television programming 

and computer output; and 

(3) a time in which to display said at least one of said television programming 

and computer output; 

controlling said computer to process a subscriber reaction to at least one of said 
television programming and an image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 

controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) assembling a record that includes data in addition to said subscriber 

reaction; and 

(2) ' transmitting said record to a remote data collection station; 
controlling said computer to process said subscriber reaction to at least one of said 

television programming and said image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 

controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) detecting a datum that identifies at least one of said television 
programming and said image displayed at said television monitor; and 

(2) transmitting said datum to said remote data collection station; 
controlling said computer to process said subscriber reaction to at least one of said 

television programming and said image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 

controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) storing a datum that identifies at least one of said television programming 

and said image displayed at said television monitor; and 

(2) passing data regarding at least one of the availability, use and usage of at 
least one of said television programming and said image to said computer that controls at 
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least one of the selection and communication of program materials for display at said 
receiver station; and 

controlling said computer to process said subscriber reaction to at least one of said 
television programming and said image displayed at said television monitor, said step of 

controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) controlling at least one of a receiver to receive and a storage location to 
communicate a unit of programming associated with at least one of said television 
programming and said image in response to said subscriber reaction; and 

(2) outputting said communicated unit of programming at an output device of 

said receiver station. 




213. (Amended) \method of controlling at least one of a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which in^des a mass medium program receiver, a signal 
detector, at least one computer or pressor, and with each of said receiver [station] 
stations adapted to detect the presence^t least one control signal and to input a first 
subscriber reaction to an offer communic^^di^^ medium program, said method 

comprising the steps of: \ 

[(1)] receiving at least one instoJtsiWut a transmitter station and delivering 
said at least one instruct signal to a transmitter, ^d instruct signal being effective at said 
at least one of [said] a plurality of receiver stationsVo control at least one controllable 
device and to assemble a record containing at least o\e of a first code and [a] datum to 
serve as evidence of at least one of: (a) the passing of kd at least one instruct signal to 
said at least one controllable device, and (b) the fimctior^mg of said at least one 
controllable device in response to said at least one instructWnal; 

[(2)] receiving said at least one of a second code L [a] damm at said 
transmitter station, said at least one of a code and a datum desWating at least one of said 
at least one instruct signal and said [subscriber reaction] conditiV 
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[(3)] receiving ^id at least one control signal at said transmitter station, said at 
least one control signal opVing at said at least one of said plurality of receiver stations 
to execute said at least one Mstruct signal based on [said] ^ subscriber reaction; 

[(4)] transferring akast one of said at least one of a code and a datum and said 
at least one control signal to s\id transmitter at a specific time; and 

[(5)] transmitting sai. at least one instruct signal, said at least one of [a] said 
second code and a datum, and slid at least one control signal. 



214. (Amended) ^ method ofclaim 213, wherein said at least one control 
subscriber order for a product or service designated by said 
of communicating to said transmitter and 



signal is effective to output a 
offer said method fiirther comprisii^ 

„an.n,i«ing infonnation whichlJ%.f a, „ on. of a plurality of revive, 



the: 



[station] stations to select or i 
data collection site. 



assembfe si ecific information to communicate to a remote 




215 (Amended) Hie metiod of claim 2 13, further comprising the steps of 
receiving atleastoneofsaidatleastonlcontrolsignal and said atleastoneofacode and 
adatumat[said]sreceiver in said transLitter station, communicating said r^^^^^^^ 

l,,,,^,,^at least one control signW 

from saidreceivertoamemorylocation,Ld storing said received aU,^^ 
least one control signal[or]and said atle^toneofacodeandadatum at saidmemory 

location for a period of time prior to cor 

least one control signal [or] and said a. leas\one of a code and a datum to said 

transmitter. 

216. (Amended) >*^od of processing signals at a receiver staUon having 
computer, a programmable contrXand an output device, said computer being 
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programmed ,0^ [one or more] user daa and (present output] conunfflicate 
Sj^armayon based rnN^d stored [one or more] user data, said HogrMmaHe controller 
being programmed to o\ol said receiver station in response to instructions from a 
remote supplier, said methoiramprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving [an inflation transmission containing] downloadable [code;] 

processor instructions; \ 

(b) detecting said do«^oa^le [code;] pmressor instructions 

(c) passing [some] , portion downloadable [code] processor 
^„..n...inn»^lectivelv to a [selected] first a>mranis; 

(d) [ li i"l ,yu,f,^r( 

tasnaaionsM said programmable controller [base\ on said downloadable code] ; 

(e) controlling said computer [based on] Wordapce with said 
downloadable [code;] pron-ssor instructions; and \ 

(f) storing information evidencing a function Wormed by or initiated by 
said (selected] first apparatus in consequence of downloadaV [code] EBSSSSor 
iaaraaiaas having been passed s^s^ to said [selected] fWpparatus. 



217. (Unchanged) A method ofcontrolling a remote television transmitter 
station to communicate television program material to one or more receiver stations, with 
said remote television transminer smtion including a broadcast or cablecast transmitter 
f„, transmitting television pmgramming, a plurality of selective transfer devices each 
operatively connecUd to said broadcast or cablecast transmitter for communicating said 
,e.evisionprogramming,a.elevision receiver for r^eivingsaidtelevision programming 

torn a. least one origination transminer station, a control signal detector, and a controller 
or computer capable of controlling one or more of said selective transfer devices, and 
with said remote transminer station adapted to detect the presence of one or more control 
signals, to connol «ie communication of said television programming in response to said 
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one or more control signals, and to deliver at its broadcast or cablecast transmitter said 
television programming, said method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving said television programming at said at least one origination 
transmitter station and delivering said television programming to at least one origination 
transmitter, said television programming having an associated instruct signal which is 
effective at said one or more receiver stations to control a receiver station apparattas and 
having a code or dattmi to serve as evidence of the passing of said instruct signal to a 
controllable device or of a functioning of said controllable apparattas in response to said 
instruct signal; 

(2) receiving said one or more control signals which at the remote 
intermediate television ttansmitter station operate to control the communication of a 
specific one or more of said plurality of units of television programming; and 

(3) transmitting said one or more control signals to said at least one 
origination transmitter before a specific time. 

218. (Unchanged) The method of claim 2 17, wherein said one or more conttol 
signals comprise a code or dattmi which operates at the remote intermediate television 
ttansmitter station to identify said specific television programming, said method further 

comprising the step of: 

ttansmitting a schedule which operates at the remote intermediate television 
transmitter station to communicate said specific television programming to a ttansmitter 
at said specific time. 

5^ 219. (Amend^^^The method of claim 217, wherein said specific time is a 

fl I scheduled time of ttansm^^i^ television programming at said remote intermediate 
television ttansmitter st^JJ^^d one or more conttol signals are effective at the 
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remote intermediate televisiok transmitter station 



to control one or more of said plurality 



of selective [transmission] tranW devices at different times. 

220. (Amended) A ithodofprocessing signals at a receiver station to 
deliver an output to supplement mL medium programming, said receiver stationhaving 
aprocessor,astorage device, and oie or more output devices, with at least oneofsaid 

one or more output devices adapted t^ output mass medium programming, said method 

comprising the steps of: 

[(1)] receiving mass mediuniprogramming at said receiver station from a mass 
^nedium programming source and outpltting the mass medium programming at an output 
device, said output device adapted to ouWutmass^medium programming; 



[(2)] receiving a broadcast 
receiver station, said information transm 
direct output to supplement said 



jlecast information transmission at said 
jsion including one or more instruct signals to 
iiu m pro gramming: 

[(3)1 detecting a instruct signal in\said information transmission and passing 
said detected instruct signal to a processor; dnd 

[(4)] controlling said processor bas\d on said detected instruct signal, said step 

of controlling comprising: \ 

(a) receiving [a] an insttuc. signal vLch is effective to control a receiver 
station apparams. a code or datum to serve as ev\dence of the passing of said instruct 
signal to a controllable device or of the fimctioniL of said controllable apparatus in 
response to said instmct signal, [and output to supplement said mass medium 
programming on the basis of stored user data of intW 

(b) outputting said supplemental output kt an output device on the basis of 

said received instruct signal] \ 

tbloutEuttin^^ out put on the b j 

Qtnrftd user d"^" interest: and \ 



of 
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ontnut l impleme nt mass medium pr pcnrnmin p at an output 
A.^\ce nn the has^- ''^i^ receded instruct signal. 

221. (Amended) TheVethodofclaim 220, wherein said [selected specific 

output is] outputto^u^^ t^"'"'^ 
text, or electronic data, said method Lher comprising one selected from the group 

consisting of: \ 

(1) acniating [a video, audiA or print] an output device, as appropriate, to 

output said [elected specific output] nuLt tn supplement pta,. medi„m prognmtmin g 

comprises ; \ 

(2) decrypting at least a portioUf said [selected specific output] outputto 

Qiip plement m '^"'' medium proprammins cyfises; and 

(3) controlling a selective tralstiission device to communicate said [selected 

specific output] oumtosupple i^^ 



[selected specific] output device. 

222. (Amended) A method of conLling one or more of a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which includes a televiL receiver, a signal detertor, at least 
one computer or processor, and with each said reLiver station adapted to detect the 
presence of one or more control signals and to inpW a viewer reaction to a specific offer 
communicated in a television program, said methoV comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a fust code or datum at a tUsmitter station, wlierein said code 
or datum designates a product or service offered in aVel evision program or a viewer 
reaction to an offer communicated in a television proj 

(2) receiving an instruct signal and a seconil code or datum at said transmitter 
station, wherein said instruct signal at the one or more Liver stations operates to 
control a receiver station apparatus and said second codeW datum to serve as evidence of 
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the passing of said instruct signM to a controllable device or of the functioning of said 
controllable apparatus in respons>»to saidinsmict signal; 

(3) transferring at l^s^d^^ code or datum and said instruct signal 
to a transmitter at said transmitter st^ at a specific time; and 



(4) transmitting said feJrct^Wand at least one of (i) said first code or 
datum and (ii) said second code or datum A said transmitter station. 

223. (Unchanged) The method ofclaii^22. wherein a television program is 

displayed at said one or more receiver stations and said instruct signal directs the output 
ofvideo, audio, ortext to supplement saidtelevision program or said television program 

promptsasubscriber to react, said method fiarther comprising the stepsofcommunicatmg 
to said transmitter and transmitting a second instruct signal which is effective at said one 
or more receiver stations to process a subscriber reaction. 



224. (AmWd) The method of claim 222, wherein a television program is 
displayed at said oneS^receiver stations and a first instruct signal directs said one 
or more receiver stations to pW^^^^"^^^ 

method further comprising the st^f communicating to said transmitter and 
transmitting a second instruct signaL^^ effective at a receiver station to [locate, 
identify, or determine] respond to the pres^e of said subscriber reaction. 



225. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 222, wherein said instruct signal is 
effective to output a subscriber order for said designated product or service, said method 
further comprising the steps of communicating to said transmitter and transmitting a 
second instruct signal which is effective at the receiver station to select or assemble 
specific information to communicate to a remote data collection site. 
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226. (Unchanged) The method of claim 222, fnither comprising the steps of 
receiving said instruct signal or said first code or dattm, a. a receiver in the transmitter 
station, communicating said received instruct signal or said received frrst code or datum 
ftom said receiver to a memory location, and storing said received instruct signal or said 
received Erst code or datum at said memory location for a period of time prior to 
communicating said received instruct signal or said received first code or datum to a 
transmitter. 

227. (Unchanged) The method of claim 222, wherein at least one receiver 
station is adapted to detect the presence of said instruct signal or said first or second code 
or datum on the basis of a varying pattern of signal composition, said method further 
comprising the step of composing at least some of said instruct signal or said first or 
second code or datum to be transmitted in said varying pattern. 

228. (Unchanged) Themethodof claim 222, wherein at least one receiver 

station is adapted to detect the presence of said instruct signal or said first or second code 
ordatumonthebasisofavaryinglocationofasignalinaninformationtransmission, 

said method forther comprising the step of causing at least some of said instruct signal or 
said first or second code or datum to be transmitted in said varying location. 

229. (Unchanged) Amethodof processing signals to control a mass medium 

programming presentation comprising the steps of: 

receiving a programming signal containing mass medium programming and 
communicating said programming signal to a storage device; 

receiving at least a first downloadable instruction which is effective at a user 
station to control a processor and a first code or datum to serve as evidence of the passing 
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of said at least a first downloadable instruction to said processor or of the functioning of 
said processor in response to said at least a first downloadable instruction; 

communicating said at least a first downloadable instruction and said first code or 

datum to said storage device; and 

storing said at least a first downloadable instruction and said first code or datum at 
said storage device in association with said mass medium programming. 

230. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 229, wherein said mass medium 
programming comprises video, audio, or text, said method fiirther comprising one of the 

Steps of: 

embedding said at least a first downloadable instruction in a television or radio 

signal; 

embedding a second code or datum in said mass medium programming that 
enables a processor or computer to receive or output information to supplement said mass 
medium programming in accordance with said at least a first downloadable instruction; 

communicating a program unit identification code to said storage device and 
storing said program unit identification code at a storage location associated with said 

mass medium programming; 

communicating to and storing at said storage device said second code or datum to 
be processed at a user station to evidence an availability, use, or usage of said mass 

medium programming; 

storing at said storage device a second instruct signal which is effective at a user 

station to select said mass medium programming. 




231. (Amended) N^ethod ofclaim 229, fiirther comprising the step of 
storing some informatiolT^Lid^rage device to evidence an availability, use, or usage 
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of said atTeAt a first downloadable instruction, said evidence information designating or 
identifying one^or more of: 

( 1 ) a^mass medium program; 

(2) a mroper] use of programming; 

(3) a transmission station; 

(4) a rece\ver station; 

(5) a netwc 

(6) a broadest station; 

(7) a charmel c)fi a cable system; 

(8) a time of traAgmission; 

(9) an instruct sig 

(10) a sourcew supplier of data; 

(1 1) a [publication/ article, publisher,] distributor [,] or an advertisement; and 

(12) an indicatiorf of [co\?yright] payment obligation. 



232. (Amended) The m^od of claim 229, said method further comprising 

the steps of: 

selecting one of: 

(1) a datum that identifies a uAjt of computer software in said programming 

signal; 

(2) [a datum that specifies someW a way to instruct receiver end equipment 
what specific programming to select to play oi^record other than that immediately at 
hand, how to load it on player or recorder equip W when and how to play it or record it 
other than immediately, how to modify it, what equipment or channel or channels to 
transmit it on, when to transmit it, and how and whe^ to file it or refile it or dispose of it; 

(3) ] a datum that designates an addressed afmaratus; 

[(4) a datum that specifies where, when, or him to locate a signal; 



84 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634,0065 



(5) a daWi that informs a processor of a fashion for identifying and 
processing a signal;]\ 

[(6)] (3} V ^^^^ ^ decryption code; 

[(7)] (4) \ comparison datum that designates a communication schedule; 

and 

embedding said sWcted one in said progranmiing signal. 

233. (Amended)\ The method of claim 229, further comprising the steps of: 
selecting a second di^loadable instruction, said second downloadable 

instruction being one of: 

( 1 ) a switch controMnstruction; 



(2) a timing contro 

(3) a locating cont 

(4) an instruct-to 



action; 
ol ^ignal; 

;ontabL^ that designates a remote receiver station; 

(5) an instrucWo-transfe\ signal that designates a unit of broadcast or 

cablecast programming; 

(6) an instruct-to-delay signal that designates a unit of broadcast or cablecast 

programming; 

(7) an instruct-to-decrypt or i^^truct-to-interrupt signal that designates a unit 
of programming and a way to decrypt or interrupt; 

(8) an instruct-to-enable or instr\:t-to-disable signal that designates an 

apparatus; 

(9) an instruct-to-record signal thatVesignates a broadcast or cablecast 



program; 



(10) an instruction signal that controls aVnultimedia presentation; 

(1 1) an instruction signal that governs a itoadcast or cablecast receiver station 



environment; 
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(12) di^nstruct-to-power-on signal that designates a receiver; 

(13) an\truct-to-tune signal that designates a receiver or a frequency; 

(14) an ins\ct-to-coordinate signal that designates two apparatus; 

(15) an instr\-to-compare signal that designates a news transmission or a 

computer input; 

(1 6) an identifierWl that causes a computer to instruct a plurality of tuners 
each to tune to a broadcast or\ablecast transmission; 

(17) an instruct-to-coUnate signal that designates two units of multimedia 
information and one of: (1) an ouLt time and (2) an output place; 

(1 8) an instruct-to-generl signal that designates an output datum; 

(19) an instruct-to-transmit\igri^at designates a computer output; 

(20) an instruct-to-OA^y^si^at designates a televi^^^^ 

(21) an instruot^tfi^^nal tt^at designates a fonction to perform if a 
predetermined condition exists; 

(22) an instruct-tc 
supplements a television program; \ 

(23) an instruct-to-transmit signal that designates a computer peripheral 

[storage] device; \ 

(24) a code signal that designates a datum toremove or embed; and 

(25) a signal addressed to a receiver station aWatus; and 

embedding said selected second downloadable inst,^ction in said programming 

signal. 




kr signal that designates information that 



234. (Unchanged) A method of controlling a remoteVansmitter station to 
deliver a receiver specific output at a receiver station and controlling said receiver station 
to communicate one or more receiver specific data to a remote data collection station, 
with said receiver station being remote from said remote transmitter station and said 
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remote data collection station being remote from said receiver station, said method 

comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving at the remote transmitter station one or more instruct signals 
which operate at the receiver station to control a receiver station apparatus and a first 
code or datum to serve as evidence of the passing of said one or more instruct signals to a 
controllable device or of the functioning of said controllable apparatus in response to said 

one or more instruct signals; 

(2) receiving a control signal which operates at the remote transmitter station 
to control the communication of at least one of said one or more instruct signals and 
communicating said control signal to said remote transmitter station; 

(3) receiving a second code or datum designating a specific one of said one or 
more instruct signals to be transmitted by the remote transmitter station, and said 
transmitter station transferring said designated specific instruct signal to a transmitter; 
and 

(4) transmitting from said remote transmitter station an information 
transmission comprising one or more designated instruct signals, said one or more 
instruct signals being transmitted at one or more specific times or on one or more specific 
channels in accordance with said control signal. 

235. (Unchanged) A method ofprocessing signals at a receiver station, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

receiving an information transmission at a receiver station, said information 
transmission containing television programming and a plurality of embedded signals; 

detecting and identifying at least one of said plurality of embedded signals in said 

information transmission; 

selecting a controllable receiver station apparattis based on information within 

said at least one identified embedded signal; 

87 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 



passing said at least one identified embedded signal to or within at least one 
reprogrammable device at said receiver station; 

controlling said controllable receiver station apparatus based on instructions 
within said at least one identified embedded signal; and 

storing information evidencing said step of controlling. 

236. (Unchanged) The method of claim 235, wherein said step of storing 
comprises storing some information that evidences a function performed by or initiated 
by said controllable receiver station apparatus in consequence of said at least one 
identified embedded signal having been passed to said controllable receiver station 
apparatus. 




2^7. (Amended) The method of claim 235, wherein said stored information 
"one fronlVdie group consisting of: 
(Jo (a) an out^t at said receiver station; 

' (b) a resultXprocessing performed by said controUabkr^^^^^ 



apparatus; 



identifica V of [some] programming processed by said controllable 



(c) an 
receiver station apparatus; 

(d) a time or date of [kpme] a function performed by said controllable receiver 

station apparatus; 

(e) an input received by sW controllable receiver station apparatus; 

(f) a source of input to sai(kontrollable receiver station apparatus; 

(g) a device controlled by saiWirQUable receiver station apparatus; 

(h) a step of decrypting [or des\ambling information] or otherwise enabling a 
presentation [ or a key or algorithm used] 

(i) an output device of said receivel\station; and 
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C) 



I time or date of an output at said receiver station. 



238. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 235, wherein said at least one 
identified embedded signal instructs the receiver station to execute a conditional 
operation of a command signal, said method further comprising the steps of: 

determining on the basis of stored information that said command signal is 

present; and 

executing said conditional operation. 

239. (Amended) The method ofclaim 238, further comprising the steps of: 
storing information evidencing a passing of a second of said at least one identified 

embedded signal to a processor; and 

storing information evidencing a fimction performed by or initiated by oneof a 

first of said at least one identified embedded signal [in response to ] anisaid second of 

said at least one identified embedded signal. 

240. (Amended) The method ofclaim 235, wherein [said] at least one 
identified embedded signal mstructs the receiver station to perform a fimction in response 
a command signal, said fimction selected firom the group consisting of: 

(a) controlling a tuner to tune to a selected programming, data, or command 



to 



signal transmission; 

(b) controlling a switch or transmission device to communicate programming, 
data, or a command signal from a selected input source to a selected output source; 

(c) controlling a decryptor, descrambler, or enabling device to decrypt, 
descramble, or enable selected infomiation or to decrypt, descramble, or enable 
information in consequence of a selected command signal; 
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(d) controlling an output device to prepare to output selected programming or 
data; and 

(e) controlling a processor, controller, or computer to respond to one or more 
selected command signals or instructions or to process one or more selected data. 



241 . (Unchanged) The method of claim 235, wherein the receiver station 
identifies a plurality of embedded signals each of which designates the availability of at 
least one unit of data, programming, or command signals, said method further comprising 
the steps of: 

passing each identified embedded signal to a receiver station apparatus that selects 
data, programming or command signals of interest to a viewer, listener, or user; 

controlling said last named apparatus to select one or more units of data, 
programming, or command signals in response to at least a first identified embedded 
signal; and 

storing some information that evidences the selection of a particular unit of data, 
programming, or command signals or of a particular carrier transmission, with said 
particular unit or particular carrier transmission being selected in consequence of an 
identified embedded signal. 




242. (Amended) The method of claim 241, including the additional step of: 
storing in consequence of each identified embedded signal, information that 
evidences [the] availability of some data or programming at said receiver station or [the] 
receiving of a particular information transmission. 



HJuDjM 243. (Am^ed) The method of claim 242, wherein said stored information 
fences one fi-om the g^aup consisting of: 



T 

^J^ evifler 



(a) an origin of a tf^H^mission; 
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subject matter of some information contained in a transmission; 
ansidentification of some programming contained in a transmission; 
date that a transmission [is transmission] is transmitted or 



a tima,or < 



(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

received; 
(e) 

(f) a step of proc^sing or 
communicates signals to said reviver station; 



a supplier o\owner of some programming contained in a transmission; 

controlling performed at a transmission station that 



(g) some progranraiing^ 



lat is not processed by or outputted at said receiver 



station; 



(h) 
(i) 



an input received by saidyreceiver station; and 
a source of input to or at said receiver station. 



244. (Amended) Themethodof claim 235, wherein the receiver station 
stores[some]information that evidencesasecondpassingofsaid at least one identified 

embedded signal. 



245. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 244, wherein a storage device stores 

control signals and the evidence of said second 



data, programming, or one or more 
passing is selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) 



two or more sources 



of an embedded signal, with one of said sources 



designating a storage device; and 

(b) two or more different times designating an embedded signal, with one of 

said times designating time shifting. 




246. (Amended) The method of claim 235, wherein a viewer, Ustener, or 

'/i , user inputs a command signal or wherein said step of storing includes storing some 

information that evidencesafunction performed by or initiated byauser at said station, 
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wi* said step otstoring being in consequence of said [firs.] aU^ *nUficd 
embedded signal having been passed to the first selected apparatus. 

247. (Amended) The method of claim 246, wherein [the user-function] ^ 
infonnation -k.. ...i.^... . Action is selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) a purchase made by a viewer, listener, or user; 

(b) u,eiden.ityofalviewer.listener,oruserorl.hepresenceofsomeonea. 

said receiver station; 

(e) areactionofa[viewer,listener,„rlusert„[aprogrammingpresentatio„] 

an output ; 

(d) programming presented [to a viewer, Ustener, or ] user or at said recewer 

Station in response to an input; and 

(e) decrypting[ordescrambling]orotherwiseenablmgofaprese„tation 

authorized [by a viewer, hstener, or user or occurring in response to an input ] at said 

receiver station. 

248 (Amended) The method of claim 235, [wherein said receiver station 

includes a processor, controller, or computer for processing, storing, and communicating 

signal information,] wherein: 

said step of detecting and identifying comprises the steps of: 
detecting digital information in [the] said information transmission; and 
identifying a signal in [the] smd digital information; 
said step of passing comprises at least one of the steps of: 
passing information in [the] said signal; and 

passing one or more preprogrammed data in response to [the] sM signal 
information; 

said step of controlling is selected from the group consisting of: 
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(a) causing [the selected first] sniH rontroll.hle receiver station apparatus to 

respond to passed information; and 

(b) causing [the selected first] nid rontrollahle receiver station apparatus to 

respond to [the] said passed data; and 

said step of storing comprises the steps of: 

selecting some information in [the] on. of snid sipnal and a second signal; and 
storing [the] said selected information. 

249. (Amended) The method ofclaim 235, wherein said receiver station 
communicates evidence information to a remote data collection station, said remote 
station being a billing or [auditing] monitoring station or a station that collects 
information communicated in a signal transmission, said method fi^er including a step 

selected firom the group consisting of: 

(a) discarding some evidence information detected in a signal transmission at 
a time when said receiver station is not communicating evidence information to said 
remote station; 

(b) selecting one or a plurality of remote stations to communicate information 

to; 

(c) initiating communication with a remote station; and 

(d) causing a remote station to process [billing or monitoring ] information 
detected at said receiver station. 

250. (Amended) The method ofclaim 235, wherein a processor [, controller, 
or computer] assembles the evidence information into a signal record, said method further 
havin g one Step selected firom the group consisting of: 

(a) discarding some stored evidence information; 
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(b) modifying a time datum in a signal record in response to evidence 
information; 

(c) initiating a signal record in response to evidence information; 

(d) selecting a stored datum of evidence in response to information detected in 
a signal transmission [, said stored datum having been preprogrammed or stored at said 
receiver station before said detected information is received] ; 

(e) selecting an evidence datum to store in a signal record; and 

(f) communicating evidence information to an remote station based on a 
precondition or communicating evidence information to a memory location that stores 
signal records. 

251. (Amended) The method ofclaim 235, wherein a processor [.controller, 
or computer] assembles the evidence information into a signal record or communicates 
evidence information to a remote station and said at least one identified embedded signal 
includes a r^^ord assembly or communication instruction, said method further comprising 

the steps of: 

passing said record assembly or communication instruction to said processor [, 
controller, or computer] . 

252. (Amended) The method ofclaim 251, wherein said last named 
processor [, controller, or computer] is said selected receiver station apparatus and the 
passing of the said at least one identified embedded signal is [evident] evidenced in the 
assembled or communicated evidence information. 

253. (Amended) The method ofclaim 235, wherein a plurality of receiver 
station apparatus communicate evidence information to a processor [, controller, or 
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computer] that assembles evidence infonnation into a signal record, said method further 

comprising the steps of: 

(a) buffering evidence information communicated from said plurality of 

apparatus; 

(b) identifying specific ones of said plurality of apparatus as sources of 
specific data of said communicated evidence information; 

(c) causing one or more of said receiver station apparatus to communicate 
evidence information in response to a control signal or to an embedded signal; 

(d) outputting a control signal to a controlled device and evidence information 
to the processor [, controller or computer] in response to said at least one identified 

embedded signal ; and 

(e) controlling one or more of said receiver station apparatus as to a fashion of 
receiving, detecting, or identifying embedded signals or evidence information. 




254. (Unchanged) The method of claim 235, wherein said receiver station 
further comprises a data collection device for collecting stored evidence information, said 
method fiirther comprising the step of: 

causing a processor, controller, or computer to pass stored evidence information 
to said data collection device in response to said at least one identified embedded signal. 

^Uh\ 25K,(Amended) The method of claim 235, wherein said receiver station 
CTl^ses a m^^ocation for storing [some ] information of programming availability 

and said selected recdA^tation apparatus comprises a processor [, controller,] or 
[ computer for selecting pro^^ning to receive, store, process, or present to a [viewer, 
listener, or viewer,] subscriber. wh«ein: 

said step of detecting and ideh^ong fiirther comprises the steps of: 
(1) detecting a signal containin^ormation of programming availability; 
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(2) ftientifying the information of programming availability; 
said step ofp^ing further comprises the step of: 
passing the info^on of programming availability to the processor [, 

controller,] or computer; and 

said step of controlling ftilW comprises the step of: 
causing the processor [, control^] or computer to select [some] available 

programming. 

256. (Amended) The method of claim 235, wherein said receiver station 
comprises an output device [capable of ou.pu.dng U> a viewer, listener, or user or to a 
remote suUon information inputted from an infonnation source ] and said selected 
receiver station apparatus comprises a [processor, controller, or] computer [associated 

with an input device] , wherein: 

[said step of detecting and identifying comprises the step of detecting and 

identifying an instruct-to-output signal;] 

said step of passing comprises the step of passing [said] an instruct-to-output 

signal to the [processor, controller, or ] computer; 

said step of controlling comprises the step of causing the [processor, controller, or 
] computer to output infonnation stored in the [processor, controller, or ] computer's 
memory to said output device [ in response to the instruct-to-output signal] . 



257. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 235, wherein said selected receiver 

station apparatus includes a computer wherein: 

said step of detecting and identifying comprises the step of detecting and 
identifying an instruct-to-generate signal; 

said step of passing comprises the step of passing said instruct-to-generate signal 

to said computer; and 
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said step of controlling comprises the step of causing the computer to process 
information stored in the computer's memory in response to the instruct-to-generate 
signal and thereby generate one or more receiver specific data. 

258. (Unchanged) A receiver station comprising: 
means (a) for receiving an information transmission containing television 
programming; 

means (b) for detecting and identifying at least one of a plurality of embedded 
signals in said information transmission; 

means (c) for selecting a first apparatus based on information within said at least 

one of said plurality of embedded signals; 

means ( d) for passing a first identified embedded signal to or within at least one 
reprogrammable device at said receiver station; 

means ( e) for controlling said selected first apparatus based on instructions within 

said first identified embedded signal; and 

means ( f) for storing information evidencing said controlling. 




259. (Amendedrv The receiver station of claim 258, wherein: 
said means (a) compri^^^sp^^ for receiving at least some portion of 
television, radio, or other carrier tr^mission signal; 

said means (b) comprise^on3;^«ere detectors operatively comiected to said 

means (a); 

said means (c) comprises one or morWrs, switches, [busses, ] or processors 
operatively comiected to said means (b) and a p^ality of controllable receiver station 
apparatus; 
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said means (d) cLprises one or more (processors, or computerstegrafflnabk 
devices operatively coAd to said means (c) and a. least one controllable receiver 

Station apparatus; and \ 

said means (e) comprises one or more [register ] memories or (random access 

memories) eBSSIOB operati Ofely connected to said means (d). 

260. (Amended) Th\ receiver station ofclaim 258, tother comprising: 
means for communicatingy idence information fi:om a plurality of evidence 
information detectors [, processors^ or [storage locations to a device that assembles 
evidence information in signal reclsorcomm^^^^^ evidence information to a remote 

Station] processors ; A 

[»,..n. for buffering evidei/cLform ation communicated from said evidence 

information detectors, processors, or s\orage locations;] 

means for assembling signal reLds on the basis of evidence information 
communicated from ^one or more eknce information detectors [, processors,] or 

[storage locations] processors; and \ 

[means for modifying a method oLsembling or communicating evidence 

information in response to a command; \ 

means for contacting a remote statiii to communicate stored evidence 

information; and] \ 

means for communicating [evidence Wormation ) saidsignalrecord^.0 a remote 

station. \ 



261. (Amended) The receiver 
fiirther comprising: 



station apparatus of claims 258, 259 or 260, 
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a plurality of first i^ocessors each capable of (1) passing identified embedded 
signals to and (2) controllin\at least one receiver station apparatus and (3) 
communicating evidence information; and 

a second processor caplle of receiving said evidence information fi:om said 
plurality of [decoders] firstmQ^ and assembling signal records on the basis of said 
received evidence information or\ommunicating said received evidence information to a 
remote station. 

262. (Amended) The redeiver station apparatus of any one of claims 258, 
259 or 260, fiarther comprising: 



means for communicating idelifiedlipdded signals selectively firom one of a 
plurality of inputs or to one of a plurality of o4tputs ; 



means for communicating television or radio programming selectively to one of a 
plurality of evidence information detectirs, processors, or storage locations; 

[a matrix switch for communicatL television, radio, or text programming 

information or control signals; and] 

[a processor, controller, or compuL] means for controlling selective 
communication of television, radio, or [te^ programming] othersignal information or 
control signals. 

263. (Amended) A method of controlling at least one of a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which includes a [brladcast or cablecast ] television receiver, at 
least one output device, a control signal detecL at least one processor capable of 
processing a downloadable executable processl instruction, and with each said television 
receiver station adapted to detect the presence Lne or more control signals, to generate 
a receiver specific signal based on said downloaUle executable processor instruction, 
and to control a device, said method comprising Ihe steps of: 
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receiving at a [broLast or cablecast ] transmitter station said downloadable 
executable processor instrucLn which is effective at said at least one of said plurality of 
receiver stations to control saiLevice and a code or datum to serve as evidence of the 
passing of said downloadable executable processor instruction to said device or of the 
functioning of said device based olaid downloadable executable processor instruction; 
delivering said downloadableWcutable processor instruction to a transmitter; 
receiving at said transmitter st^^on one or more first control signals which at said 
at least one of said plurality of receiver Lions operate to communicate said 
downloadable executable processor instruction to said at least one processor and execute 
said downloadable executable processor inWtionjjnd^ 

transferring said one or more first coU 1 signafs to said transmitter at a specific 
time, said transmitter transmitting said downl ^ble f xecut able processor instruction 
and said one or more first control signals. 

264. (Amended) The method of claii\263, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a second control signal; and 

[transmitting one of said downloadable execAtable processor instruction and said 
one or more control signals] rontrollinp said transmiir station to perform one of said 
...p ..liverin. and .t.p of transferring in response to said second control signal. 

265. (Unchanged) The method of claim 264, wherein said second control 
signal comprises a schedule. 

266. (Unchanged) The method of claim 264, wherein said second control 
signal is received in a satellite transmission. 
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267. (Unchanged) The method of claim 264, wherein said second control 
signal is received in a telephone transmission. 

268. (Unchanged) The method of claim 263, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving mass mediimi programming; and 

transmitting said mass mediimi programming. 

269. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 268, wherein said mass mediimi 
programming comprises video. 

270. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 268, wherein said mass medium 
progranuning comprises audio. 

271 . (Unchanged) The method of claim 268, further comprising the step of 
embedding one of said downloadable executable processor instruction and said one or 

control signals in a signal containing said mass medium programming. 



more 



272. (Unchanged) The method of claim 268, wherein one of said 
downloadable executable processor instruction and said one or more control signals is 
transmitted via satellite. 

273. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 263, wherein a first of said one or 
more first control signals operates at said at least one of said plurality of receiver stations 
to communicate said downloadable executable processor instruction to said at least one 
processor and a second of said one or more first control signals operates to execute said 
downloadable executable processor instruction. 
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274. (Amended) X method of delivering and billing a subscriber for the use 
of control signals and computerXgramming in a communication network, said network 
having a transmitter station and a reiver station, said transmitter station transmitting 
control signals associated with files thk contain data [and mass medium] or programming 
material, said receiver station having an Aput device, a processor for receiving 



programming instructions and comm 
control signals and computer programming, 



billing 1 



records, and a computer for using 
sa^ method comprising the steps of: 
storing a file containing data or [mass medmm] programming material; 
programming said receiver station to locate,\elect, evaluate or decrypt said file; 
inputting a command; 

selecting said file and transmitting a copy to said JHX)cessor and to an output 

device; 

performing a datum check; 

enabling said output device to [receive] process said copy ^accordance with a 
result of said datum check; and 
outputting said copy. 

275. (Unchanged) Themethodofclaim274, wherein said receiver station 
includes a laser disk storage device. 



276. (Unchanged) The method of claim 274, wherein said receiver station 
includes a magnetic disk storage device. 

277. (Unchanged) The method of claim 276, wherein said magnetic disk 
storage device is a magnetic floppy disk storage device. 
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278. (Unchanged) The method of claun 274, wherein said receiver station 
includes a magnetic tape storage device. 

279. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 278, wherein said magnetic tape 
storage device is a video cassette recorder. 



280. (Amended) Amethodof collecting and reporting [the] electronic 
distribution of data programming material in a communications network having a 
transmitter station and a receiver station, said transmitter station having an input device 
for inputting a command, a processor for distributing said data programming material and 
collecting billing records and a storage device to store said data programming material, 
said receiver station having [a processor] to receive said billing records, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

inputting a command at said input device at said transmitter station; 
distributing smd data programming material from said storage device at said 
transmitter station in response to said command from said step of inputting a command; 

creating a billing record at said transmitter station to evidence [availability] use of 
said data programming material at said transmitter station; 

transmitting said billing record from said step of creating a billing record to said 
receiver station over a data network; and 

receiving said billing record from said step of transmitting said billing record at 

said receiver station from said data network. 

281. (Unchanged) The method of claim 280, comprising the fiirther steps of: 
storing said billing record from said step of creating a billing record at said 
transmitter station to accumulate a plurality of billing records; and 
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transmitting said plurality of billing records in response to said accumulated 
plurality of billing records reaching a predetermined amount. 

282. (Unchanged) The method of claim 280, comprising the further steps of: 
autodialing said receiver station from said transmitter station to establish a 

datalink between said receiver station and said transmitter station in response to said step 
of transmitting said billing record. 

283. (Unchanged) The method of claim 280, comprising the further step of: 
establishing a datalink from said receiver station to said transmitter station in 

response to a signal at said receiver station. 

284. (Unchanged) The method of claim 280, 281, 282 or 283, wherein said 
data programming material includes computer programming material. 

)^ 285. (Amended) The method ofclaim 280, 281, 282 or 283 wherein said 

data programming material is [copyright protected material] distributed based on an 
ohii pationtopav and said billing record reflects [the] electronic distribution of 
[copyrighted] said data programming material. 

286. (Unchanged) The method ofclaim 280, 281, 282 or 283 wherein said 
data programming material includes television programming. 



5/ 287. (Amended) The method ofclaim 280, wherein said communication 
network [is] comprises a telephone communications network. ^ 



288. (Unchanged) The method of claim 280, comprising the fiirther step of: 
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generating a bill at said receiver station in response to said step of receiving said 
billing record. 



289. (Amended) A method for collecting and reporting [the] electronic 
distributionW programming material in a communication network having a transmitter 
station and a plurality of receiver stations, said transmitter station having [a processor] 
annaratus t o collet data from said plurality of receiver stations, each one of said plurality 
of receiver stationkaving a processor for detecting [program] identification signals and 
[determining the] establishing local use of said programming material [at said one of said 
plurality of receiver stations] and a storage device to record said [determined] local use of 
said programming material, said method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting progrVuning material from said transmitter station to a plurality of 
receiver stations [over said communication network] ; 

transmitting [program! identification signals that correspond to said programming 
material transmitted in said stej» of transmitting programming material; and 

receiving data from eachVf said plurality of receiver stations that reflect [the] 
local use of said programming material transmitted in said step of transmitting 

programming material, 

wherein said data include at le^st a portion of said [program] identification 

signals. 

290. (Amended) The methodW claim 289, comprising the further step of: 
generating a bill at said transmitter stWion to reflect [the] use of said transmitted 
programming material at one of said plurality k receiver stations. 



291 . (Unchanged) The method of claiiA 289, wherein said step of receiving is 
from a telephone communication network. 
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292? (Amended) The method of claim 289, wherein at least a portion of said 
programming material [includes copyright protected programming material.] is 
stributed based on an nhli Ration to oav. 




-^/^ (Amended) The method of claim 289, wherein one of said [program] 

identificatioi^ignals in said step of transmitting [program] identification signals is 
' embedded into\d programming material firom said step of transmitting programming 
material. 

294. (AmendeH) The method of claim 289, wherein oneof said [program] 
identification [signal] signks is encoded on a radio frequency carrier, said radio 
frequency carrier transmitted\;oncunently with said [program] programming material 
from said step of transmitting l^ogram] programming material. 

295. (Amended) The mirthod of claim 289, wherein oneof said [program] 
identification [signal] signals is encod^on a [radio] television frequency carrier, said 
radio frequency carrier transmitted [asyn\wously from] concurrently with said 
programming material from said step of trali^ing programming material. 

296. (Amehded) A method of processing signals to enable a subsequent 
television programming^resentatremcomprising the steps of: 

receiving a television ^gnaltontaining television programming and 
communicating said television si^ to a storage device for storage; 

receiving [a first] an instruct\nal which is effective to control a receiver station 
apparatus and a code or datum to serve ^idence of the passing of said [first] instruct 
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Signal to a controllableWvice or of the functioning of said controllable device in 
response to said [first] inshi^ct signal; 
selecting one of: 

(1 ) a time at wW(W8cmmunicate said [first] instruct signal; and 

(2) a location to which tl\mmunicate said [first] instruct signal; 
communicating said [firstji^ignal at said selected time or to said selected 

location; and 

storing said [first] instruct signal and sai^ode or datum at said storage device 
based on said steps of selecting and conraiunicating. 



297. (Unchanged) An interactive method for data promotion and delivery for 
use with an interactive mass medium programming output apparatus comprising the steps 
of: 

outputting mass medium prograimning that promotes data, said interactive mass 
medium programming output apparatus having an input device to receive input from a 
subscriber; 

prompting said subscriber during said step of outputting, said mass medium 
programming including audio, whether said subscriber wants said data promoted in said 
step of displaying, said interactive mass medium programming output apparatus having 
an output device for outputting said data; 

receiving a reply from said subscriber at said input device in response to said step 
of prompting said subscriber, said interactive mass medium programming output 
apparatus having a processor for processing said subscriber reply and controlling delivery 
of said data in response to instructions; 

delivering said instructions at said interactive mass medium programming output 
apparatus in response to said step of receiving a reply, said instructions controlling said 
interactive mass medium programming output apparatus; 
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processing said instructions from said step of delivering, said instructions being 
effective to control a receiver station apparatus and store a code or datum to serve as 
evidence of the passing of an instruct signal to a controllable device or of the fimctioning 
of said controllable device in response to an instruct signal; and 

delivering said data on the basis of said instructions. 

298. (Unchanged) The method of claim 297, wherein at least one of said 
instructions is embedded in the non-visible or non-audible portion of a mass medium 
programming signal. 

299. (Unchanged) The method of claim 297, wherein at least one of said 
instructions is delivered in a multichannel signal transmitted over a broadband network, 
said method further comprising the step of demodulating a carrier to receive at least one 
of said instructions. 

300. (Unchanged) The method of claim 297, wherein at least one of said 
instructions is delivered in a multichannel signal transmitted via a satellite mass medium 
programming transmitter station, said method further comprising the step of 
demodulating a carrier to receive at least one of said instructions. 

• 301. (Amended) TM method ofclaim 297, further comprising the steps of: 
storing a subscriber instructWefreceive at least one specific mass medium 
program, datum, news item, or comp^mnfrol instructions; and 

receiving said at least one specificWss medium program, said datum, said news 
item, or said computer control [intruction] inWtion in accordance with said subscriber 
instruction. 
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